The International Consequences (M AH]

Z of the Second World War [E=R
MR K#/ in East Asia

The Cold War (1945-1991) (REK) in East Asia

» By September 1945, defeated Japan was in ruins (BE3E
ElEoT=/FintB TH-) and the United States was the
predominant (3ZEZHY7T) non-Asian power (JEZ T D
KE) in East Asia. The European powers (3—Hv/\MD
K[E) who used to dominate the region (Mt A% EELT=
[E) had also been severely weakened by the war (B
[2&->TEHBHMNFELT-) [Photo — Hiroshima after the
atomic bombing (JR&) of August 6t 1945].

* By late 1945, countries under European control (3—R+w
/NDFERM) in East Asia had witnessed (B ZLZELT-)
the expulsion (GBR) of their white (H.A) colonial
masters (R#h~<ZXA2—X) by a non-white and Asian
power (K[E) Japan, and had experienced freedom ([E K
(XEHZK4Sfz) in the weeks and months after
Japan’s defeat (H ARBER1R).

« After 1945, a key issue (EE7E[ERE) in East Asia was
the struggle () between the European imperial
powers (3—Hw/XD KE) and their colonies (1 K1),
};_hich the Europeans wanted to regain (BRY R /ERYiR

).
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The global balance of power (EF71¥1J) had also
significantly changed (7@%(% YELT=) with the
non-communist USA and the communist USSR (VVE
It FZHAFEEF) emerging (FTE D) as the
world’s two leading and competing (FiF9 &)
superpowers (8 X E).

East Asia was, after 1945, a ty

\ \ e_of ideological
battleground (47 7Z4 B¥F—DE5)

where the

communist bloc (MAEZHFT HE L DEH) and
the non-communist bloc (LEEDEA-FTEIEH

7 58 [E)) fought each other (%L\’%52, often via proxy
(KB S) wars, most notably (4F(J) in places like

Korea and Vietnam.

Decolonization in Southeast Asia (BEI7 7 TDIEHE

Eibib)

World War Two (58 = X5 KEk) had dealt a blow
(AIT—E%FMAYZELT:) to the prestige and honor
(BifEEAE) of Europe’s colonial powers (3—Hw/\
D KE), despite the fact (ICHBE45Y) that they
were on the winning side (B5%#&).

The British, the French, and the Dutch, all resolved to
(BEEEZ THH D) restore their status as major

owers (B E%[Bl1€9 5) and to reclaim (FRYERET /
%ﬂ LJiR9") valuable interests by retaking (Z[B]9 )
the East Asian colonies (#&Eih) that they had been
expelled (GBELVH 9) from by the Japanese in the 1942
to 1945 period (see map).
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For the French, a major objective (£ 7% B #J) was the
restoration (#7t) of French honor and imperial glo

L‘_F% 2 LR /FEDZEN) after a humiliating defeat (J%
ZRIBXIL) and then occupation (IEFEIZIEXES S 48) by

Nazi Germany (FF R -k A*Y) during World War Two.

The objective 1Y) of regaining (Z[El9 %) these
territoriés (*EE(E_’,)) )howeve% WOl%d( be muclz more
difficult than expected. These struggles (& &) also soon
became entangled (ELEH27zUEZLTz) in the
lobal battle (1 5EAY7ZEELY) between communist é;”:—&‘
%%B{Jﬁ) and non-communist forces (LE{LDEATZ
FEIFFHEFE), the so-called Cold War ().

Note the role of the domino theory (FZ/¥E:f) [see
picture] in influencing events in East Asia after the late
1940s], (F=/3E5h FHEEILIBH) (—ENHEEILT 5
EREDEELEEHMICHERT HELOER)

In Indonesia (led by Sukarne (A#JL/) who had
collaborated (’f.‘/F%’/TE SfELIZEE. WITFARA
1AL T) with the Japanese) and in Vietnam (led b

Ho Chi Minh (7R—+F32/) who had fought against (E%
LMRUVFZ) the Japanese) for example, nationalists (Eh&
F%%) and communists (3£ F ) who had played
a central role (FLBIZE4ZE]) in the liberation of their
countries (RIEMEREIRZ I -) declared their
independence (JRILZEEL7z) from the European
powers (3—RAY/\DKEH
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In the Dutch East Indies [A S5 fEEAVKFES]
(Indonesia -f>F3>7) the Netherlands (F52%)
dispatched (i£4>L 1=) government officials to enforce (&
#%RiT9 %) Dutch (AZ2HF D) law [for more on
Burma, the Dutch East Indies, Malaya, and the Philippines
after 1945, see your class hand-out].

In southern Vietnam (BN kL), the French ignored (A
% )#E{58 L 1) Viet Minh officials (members of a popularly
supported (KR DX #¥) communist and pro-
independence (EIZRMDIHII) organization and replaced
them with (AZZ A4 ¢&) French government officials
[1941F5 A 198 CIEEKICHERSN ., TTURER A5
DHILZEZROFE—RAVFTERFZE TN LD
I EENKEEE T D). (See picture of Ho Chi Minh -
R—-F=).

After 1945, the British gradually but reluctantly conceded

(LALAEESHZELT-) that keeping its extensive empire

(B4R 1=%7E) in a period of anti-imperialism (& E E

#) and anti-communism (REZEEFZE) was not

financially, militarily, or ideologically feasible (B4 ERRIIZ.
BEMIC, FE A TAOXT—BIICRATRETALY).

With communism (3 F &%) spreading throughout the
world (tH[Z[58 D), it became more difficult to continue

to own colonies (HE FH#h) against the expressed wishes (A
DEIZEL /ANEIZHEL) of their inhabitants (&R #hdD
EFER).

HO CHI MINH
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The US occupation of Japan [HADKESTE] (1945 —
1952)

e The USA had an unchallenged (ELFED 7L / JHIBIZ TH
%) role in occupying (EEZE (5%8) and rebuilding (8 H)
the new post-war Japan (¥{#£0 BZA) [see photo of
Japan’s surrender aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay

on September 21 1945 - BffiEE= X—1) [ H A D EIK].

« The priority (..Z{8%9 %) for Washington (T k)
in the early years of the occupation (&5 EE®MD FHAIZ) was
to purge (F;F9 %) the Japanese government of
militarists (BEEFFEH), to punish (FEZEi95) war
criminals (Bt$IL3EN), to return territories previously
occupied by Japan (HERihZiRLETF), and to prevent
(#lL.£ 9 %) Japan from ever becoming a threat (B BX) to
peace and stability (FEFFIERFE) in East Asia again.

» The US and Japan had been enemies (&) since the late
1930s. However, after the war (B§f&), the Japanese and
the Americans developed one of the closest alliances (3
B /RBIEHE) of the Cold War (1945-1991) (GHER).

* The US government and military, under General Douglas
McArthur [ 5R-Iyh—H5IHFE] (Supreme
Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP)) [:E&EE
Eea S ERTSE(GHQ/SCAP)] were in direct
control of (E¥EfET#S) Japan during the occupation
[55E] (from 1945 to 1952).
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« The Emperor, Hirohito (BBFI1XE), who was
revered as a God (fHELCTEIENZFELT- /MEAE
LTEHBYFELT:) before and during the war, was
asked to renounce (F43£9 %) his divinity (#14) in
early 1946. Instead Hirohito became a politically
powerless but influential symbol (BUARIIZEE AT
HhHH ., REHITEELN) of stability (REDR
f"ﬂ)gfor a country recovering from war (B{$H\i5 3L
HESHC L) [see a famous but controversial photo

(FFHIEE) of US General Douglas MacArthur

(BT SR -yh—HJFE) and Emperor Hirohito

meeting on September 27% 1945).

« In 1947, a British-modeled (EEE7T JL1E) political
system with democratic reforms (Eiaﬂigﬁj\b
1) at its center (FI[») was created with a prime
minister (B4H) and a cabinet (&) chosen from
the most powerful political party (E%) in
parliament G&EZ).

* For the first time ever, all men and women_over the
;ée of twenty became eligible to vote ((REJ D&
NdHoi-).

* The Americans also demanded that the Japanese
include an article in their new constitution whereby
Japan ‘would renounce war as an instrument of
national policy’ and also renounce the right to
maintain military forces (see Article 9 of the
Japanese Constitution) [[EEZEEZDHhDE;
[T, INZHRFLEL, I(BARERESEIF) ]
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The most powerful Japanese leader during the years of
occupation (¢558 - 1945 — 1952) was Shigeru Yoshida (& H
% /&L712 LIT%), who was Japan’s Prime Minister (B 48)
from 1946 to 1947 and from 1948 to 1954.

Yoshida’s political strategy (BUREKEE) was one of moderate
diplomacy (F2%h 44 %) and pragmatism (BUARIZE A
F ) due to (...DT=) a realistic assessment (FFZEAI7TET
{i) of Japan’s post-war (8% @ B &) geopolitical position
(MR RY7E L) and its objectives (H AY) for the future.

The Yoshida Doctrine (FHKFZK!2) with its emphasis
(... 71859 %) on economic power, and defense via strong
security relations (X2 {RIERR) with the USA (FFFHKE
ZEROREBERBELNRIFEBEZZBTITOERD A ).

By the late 1940s and early 1950s, the US started to accept
that Japan was a trusted ally (1§38 CZ5REIEE) and that it
could be relied upon ({E5(FIEFETED) to play a key role
(EE741%E) in the fight against communism (EXEFFEE
DEXLY).

The US occupation ((&5%H) continued in a nominal sense (%4
[EHY T) until 1952 when the San Francisco Peace Treaty
of 1951 (T3P ROFEFIEK]) came into force (FETT
&t1=) [see photo of Prime Minister Yoshida (ZHH) and
Japanese delegates ({X3%) signing the San Francisco Peace
Treaty].
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The Final Stage (RIZEZ[) of the Chinese Civil War (E 3£ 5

(1927 — 1950)

When the Second World War (88 = XR1H5F KEL) ended, the
nationalist KMT Chinese government (B R% / EREEH)
under the leadership of Chiang Kai-shek (3%447) was not in a
well-prepared condition (EfEMN+ 2 TEM>otz) for
governing the giant country (ElZE8H5 /EILEFTHRL
12).

The Chinese nationalists (E|ZX E %) had depended (B &3
- T#E5) a lot on military and financial support (EEBx&BFER
1£B)) during the war from their allies (]2 E). US support,
for example, had been instrumental (FEEIZEZEZL) in
defeating the Japanese (BX#}) along China’s eastern coast (Ff

EDRBRF).

As we discussed last week, the Chinese nationalists (EIZR £ &
%) and the Chinese communists (F£EFFEHE) agreed an
uneasy truce (FTEDIKEL) after late 1936 under the so-called
Second United Front [ Z &% R[] (see photo of Mao Zedong
(£J/RE) and Chiang Kai-shek (J¥414) toasting victory (f¥]
DF=HIZEZ#H T B) over Japan during talks (XiF) in
Chongqing (E ) in September 1945).

ZaxiE ] — |

In reality, the Second United Front (58 & RiIEL) was only
effective until January 1941 when the nationalists (EIZR ¥ £
#) carried out (BrfT9 5Z&) a bloody attack (L UNKE)
against the communists (£ EE,F). After 1941, both sides
continued to fight the Japanese separately (Al [ZEELVELT2).
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In the closing months of (B M#&4YIZ) World War Two (5
TR KE,), the communists (EXEFFEHE) and the

nationalists (EIR% / EIXF&EHE) increasingly (FIFJ)

competed (EiFL7=) with each other to liberate (29 D)
areas once controlled by the Japanese (LLRIICB AN GHLT=

AIT).

Washington (73<>k>) initially hoped (#]8IZFE>7=) that
moderates (F2f#JK) from the two competing (L TLVD)
groups might agree to form (f4) a centrist regime (FPEIK
@D BUAF), which would be neither too right-wing and fascist (%
NIFERSTFHTEELTIZU ARTHAELY) like under Chiang
(F/A) nor too left-wing and communist (ZAIFEE ZE;%'C&
WEHEEFEEFTHLY) under Mao (EIRE).

After the war ended (), US-led CKEMZELVSD) peace

negotiations (FIF 32 45) between the nationalists (EIR 5 / E |

K F &) and the communists (£ F FE &) failed to prevent

(REDFNF).

In November 1945, Chiang started a major campaign (IE&
BEEEE) to defeat (BIZBES) the communists (XEEE |
#). By May 1946, the nationalists (AR5 / BREEHE))
were involved in an all-out (2 E %) offensive (EEKE)
to eliminate Mao’s armies (BREDEFEZHIELET) (see

map).
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From the middle of 1946 to the middle of 1949,
there was a full-scale civil war (2EHF)
throughout China (X & L %@L 1) (see map).

In this period, the USA continued to give financial
and military assistance (BAERIEEN &%Eﬁﬁgp to
Chiang’s KMT government (B R5% / ERE&HH).
As a result (ZDFERELT), Mao Zedong (BRE
started an anti-US propaganda campaign (K
FroR—=1).

During the war (B{%& ), the nationalists (R E &

had a lot more soldiers (££X), equipment (&%
{i%), airplanes, and available finances (IZ& &)
than the communists (EFFEFE) Nationalist

government soldiers (EIR%&£1) for example
outnumbered Mao’s armies (HXEFZEEE) by a
ratio (kL) of 3to 1 (XEFXZEEF LY 3BEZL).

Despite this (CAIZEMMI5T), the communists
(£ EZHE) had more effective military strategies
RETRZIL. BFTBELUDROEERR
Z{EALZELT), and crucially E?UQ were more
popular than the nationalists (F}ZEEX&EEF(L. ER
FRBLVAIDHYZFELT).

The KMT (EIE%), on the other hand (ZD—7A

T), were often perceived as corrupt (LIELIEAIE
ﬁ%@kbf%ﬁ&gbﬂfb\ibf:) and ineffective

(GIR®D7ELY) as administrators (BB ELVSRE
D A). During the war (85 /), nationalist soldiers
(B R5 &) also participated in the robbery gﬁﬁ)
and the looting (B&%) of local businesses (#1JT®D
12) and properties ().
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In the areas controlled by Mao’s armies (XEFHEEBEEMNEHHL
TULV=FT), the communists (#E EF,F) were better organized
(B2 EIFELEEREINT=), were better administrators (E2IEE &0N
S EID AN), and were more popular because of their land reform

programs (BHiRETOS T L).

As a result (£ D#EHR &L T), many Chinese people preferred Mao
to Chiang (ZLDPEANIE. BENMALYEBRREFHELL),

and the war for the hearts and minds of the Chinese people was |

lost (BIREIEHEANDIDEDINE ZEITAHETILIZELD).

On October 15t 1949, Mao Zedong (FE/RH) declared the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square [XZEP/L35] (see communist f§
I;arty picture) [EBIREIX. PEARXFNEDHKILIZESLEL |
= .

In December 1949, Chiang Kai-shek (3%47-A) and his defeated &
(Hnf=) KMT regime (ER3) fled (3X(F7=) Mainland China i
and set up a new anti-communist (R$t) KMT government in [
Taiwan (BEBIZHIBAFTI9494E, ERFTRN\SHLERMH
EAXtZHELI-ESBNAICEOTRESNT).

Since 1949, Taiwan has remained independent of Beijing's
control. Taiwan is still a serious security issue between China, the
United States, and Japan. Beijing regards Taiwan (E&ZZFET) as §
a renegade province (R ELHbE). (1949F LIE. BZFIEDEZ §
BEEMNDMILTWSEFTL -, BEIL, FEFREDPTA)VHE ||
REZLTEARLOMICRAGRERMEZ A TNET ) )
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In June 1949, the communist leadership (k7
FEEHE)—F—vT) in Beijing (ILF)
publicly denounced (ZRODERBITF AUHZEIE
#L7-) the United States and declared (ES L
1=) that the new communist China (P A Kt
FE) would be an ally (RIEE) of the
communist (#E FEZE D) Soviet Union (VE T
EFR).

In February 1950, the Soviets (*/E ) and the
communist Chinese (FFZ A KL FE) signed
the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance
and Mutual Assistance (R #F17 HiEBIEH &
LNS2EIESEK /Y RiFE B BRI
%9), and commenced (38 FE S &) the Sino-
Soviet Alliance (Y [E88) (see
commemorative stamp [F2 72 A2~ 7] showing
Stalin (27 XA —1)>/) and Mao Zedong (&
RE).

The USSR (YEZIE#B) and the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) [FEEARXFIE]
became Cold War allies (/REk0DEE), and
Beijing (JL5Y) was promised Soviet financial
(BA B8 Bh), military (EZE{EB)), and
developmental support (F&3ZE_LEDER) for
their fledgling (BK(+H L M) state ([E5?).
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Key Points:

« The Second World War (BZRKEDKFFERX)
completely changed (SEZ&I[2Z4>>7f-) the international
order in East Asia (BR7 27 TOEFEFFF). Japan had been
defeated (HARILEEEIZE(TFELT-) and was occupied by
the United States (AZARITREID GETIZdHo7=), and the
European powers expelled (GEULMHL7Fz) from their East
Asian colonies ({8 R ih).

« During the war years (8% H)  pro-independence
movements (RIEERMEFES)) in East Asia became
stronger (58<7EYZEL7-) and were determined to resist (& 3t
% iR L TEE>7-) European attempts to re-occupy (F 56 5)
their countries. Pro-independence movements (RHERME
18 8) varied from pro-independence communists (34 3k
DHEEFEE) (for example in Vietnam - NkF L) to pro-
independence nationalists (JRILIRDBEREEHE) (for
example in Indonesia -1 > R R 7).

«  The United States’ initial commitment (F)EADFEELTLITR)
to end imperialism (FFEIXEZEZHEZHZL) was soon
replaced (EE#ESM7-) by an American commitment to
contain communism at all costs (A% HEL T /23EI2) (see
the containment theory (¥fUIAOEEE /HEFEZDEA
PEREAPKZEFSCIE) [see picture]. This sometimes
witnessed the US contradicting (Bl DFELI=CEEED
—¢&) its declared (E & L71z) ideological principles (E& L7z
ATABFX—0DRA| /458t /). For example, supporting
the French attempt to re-occupy (FFa60%) and control
Vietnam after the late 1940s.
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By the late 1940s, serious tensions (...fR]0DEX5R)
and rivalries ( fEI D1 F) had developed between
communist (3 HETHE ) and non-communist (é'lE
HEFTEHE) movements GEE)) in countries such |
as China, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, the
Philippines, and Vietnam.

US and Soviet support for communists and non-

communists often resulted in (BHAFERIZED)

‘hot” proxy ({XEEEK %) wars and insurrections (JR

EL) fought amidst (D H(I) the larger ‘cold’ war
AER — 1945 to 1991).

The ‘loss’ of China to communism (£ ZEF &) in
1949 sent shockwaves (BIERZE/LITELT:)
through the non-communist powers of the world (I
XIEDEAZTEIEHXEZEE). The US in
particular (4%[2) was really worried (AZI(ZIDEZL
TULVELT-) about the rapid spread of communism
(REEXZED2ZFRGILMNY) throughout East Asia
(R7ZTHT). Mao Zedong’s (%ﬂi) victory
(BEf¥5) in the Chinese Civil War (E £ AE), the
Sino-Soviet Alliance (EF"JH ), and a creation of a
KMT regime in Taiwan (& '%@EIER.E(F‘T‘) all
had serious ramifications (2%2) for the peace and
stability of East Asia (R7 L7 DEFERTE) for
decades (-[-4F.) afterwards (Z D).
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps

1. Location On what continents identified on the map did Cold War confits not occur?
1. Region About what fraction of the globe i Communists control by 19757
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