Lecture Title: The Vietnam War
(1955 to 1975) [N F LBk S

After World War 1II (BBZRAREODXKFEFERX), France
unsuccessfully attempted (FEINIZERENTZ) to retake
control (B ®3) of French Indochina [Z5VRAGEA RS
7] (which included Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos). [18874F
MO19S4FETIFVADXKE TIZH =MV FHE A
VRS REBMIBTH D, MEDANF L FFHR-hoRD
TEeEHE-EEICHEIET S, ]

By the end of 1946 (19464 M K F TIZ), the French (52X
A) and the Vietnamese ("Nk7L A) were fighting each other
in a full-scale (£JAHYAE) colonial conflict [HERMH D]
(see the First Indochina War from December 1946 to
August 1954) [E—RA VR FE .

After the communist victory (HXEFZBDBEF) in the
Chinese Civil War (E £ &) in 1949, Mao Zedong (ERH)
started to provide (#£#5L7=) Ho Chi Minh (7R—-F=3>/) and
the Vietnamese communists (NcFLDHEFESE) with
arms (E2§), military advisors (EEZEEH), and money. Note
also the influence of the Korean War (FAf$EkF D L) [see
photo on Page 2 of Mao (EiR¥) and Ho (Fh—-FI)].

During the First Indochina War (38 —RA 2 F8S) [1946
- 1949], the French installed a puppet regime (DS ULVBUER
#3L L1=) in South Vietnam (NkFL £ F1E) [see map].
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By the early 1950s, France was desperately struggling (#5E
[ZE 5 L TL ) to continue its war (B &M CTE=DHEN)
against Ho Chi Minh’s communists (R—-FIDHEF &
#). American aid and assistance (7 *!) D @B EIER)) to
the French therefore was essential (322 7f) to continuing the
war against the communists (2 F F ) [see photo of Ho
(7R—=F =) and his warning (Z45) to the French in 1946].

China (FEANRLLFIE) and the Soviet Union (VE TE
#8) became worried (IDEEIZ%E>TE =) that the USA would
replace (....IZ48 X %) France as the major power (EZH) in
Vietnam.

China (FEANRLLFIE) and the Soviet Union (VE TE
#B) therefore proposed an international peace conference (&
MEHNHHEDOL-ODERRZEEZIRELELS) in Geneva
(¥ ax—T, RA4X) (the Geneva Conference of May 1954).
If France and the Vietnamese communists (EEHEE)
could agree to a peace treaty (FFISE#Y) and allow the
French an honorable exit (&Z #H 5#R) from Vietnam, then
US military intervention (E 74T A) would become
unnecessary (ILE TIEZ<755).

At the Battle of Dien Bien Phu [>T E I 7—] (March

13t to May 71 1954), the French suffered a crushlng defeat
(KBXL7-). The Geneva Conference ((EF1=E%) therefore

represented the end of France’s occupation of Vietnam (77

DADEEDET).

“"You can KkKill ten of our men
for every one we Kill of yours.
But even at those odds, you
will lose and we will win_-="
-Ho Chi Minh
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Washington was very worried (1IDERIZIE2TET=) about
the implications (FFED AIRELGHER /ZRE L) of Dien
Bien Phu for its containment of communism (& EE & D

RAPBE A KRZEFHS L) in East Asia.

The Americans refused to sigp the final accord (£ D&%
RAERICEAMNY 5 EZEEALFEL) of the Geneva
Conference (F#1%3%), which promised Ho Chi Minh
(7R—+F=Z2) and his communist government (£ E £ &
IHE) immediate control (BIFFMXEZ) of northern
Vietnam (north of the 17™ parallel in central Vietnam

(T EEHREVNS, AN LDOEELR)) [see map].

The Geneva Conference (FEF1=:%) also promised (;jé’{lﬁ
LZEL7-) that nationwide elections (.%E—iﬂjj‘i_é)
would be held in 1956. All the people of Vietnam (north
and south) would then be able to vote on (XZ 9 %) and
agree on ([ElE 9 %) a new national government (FTLLY

[ BURT).

The American strategy (BUREIEE) was to make the 17

arallel (+EE#R) a type of de-facto border (EFZE L ®)
&Iiﬁ) between the communist North Vietnam (£ ¥ &
DALk F L) and a non-communist South Vietnam (3E
HEFEDRENLF L) [see map].

In the south of Vietnam, Washington (J<2k2)
implemented measures (X ZKZZEMLT-) to create a new
nationalist government (EZREZRDBUF) with Saigon
(A432) as the capital SH:E%K& [R—FIm(IBFTA
dV)[EANMFLEEERENMEORBICHYFT . 1.
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Washington (7 2b2) favored the Catholic nationalist (b

)y DERFEHE) Ngo Dinh Diem (T TP T h)asa

suitable candidate (G Z37Xf&#H) to lead an anti-communist

regime (RIFLEFZEDBAT) in southern Vietnam (NhF Ltk

iﬁﬁn (BN L) M KHER (FEE19555F10A - 1963511
).

Washin%ton (T2 b)) provided (ft#5L7-) hundreds of
political and military advisers (BURERFEEESEREAF) and
millions of dollars (&2 73HD T AJAK L) to help set up a new
government (FTLLMBFFZ/EST=IZ) in South Vietnam (see
photo of US President Eisenhower [Z A2 /\T—K#fHE]
welcoming Diem [22 T L] to the USA).

The USA also did not permit a nationwide election (£ E D FEZE
ZRELCKMFERATLLZ) in 1956 even though it was agreed
(RIEENFELT) at the Geneva Conference (EFIREE) in
1954. The CIA [R1ERH(CIA)] estimated (A St 1<) that if
elections were held GEFEMNTHMN =15 E), the communists (£
EEEFE) would win at least eighty per cent of the national
vote (EIXRZE D80/ \—th).

In October 1955, the ‘Republic of Vietnam’ (also known as
‘South Vietnam’) was_established (BRILENFELT:) after a
rigged election (4~ 1IE755#E %) in southern Vietnam.

By the late 1950s, the American-sponsored authoritarian Diem
government (7 A1) E & DIMBLAVTEAE) increasing‘g FT
F9) became more unpopular (AEM Moz /FAANE(THES
=), and was isolated (?JIFZ"L L7=) from Vietnam’s intelligentsia
(%08 F& %), Buddhists ({hZ%E), and its rural population (B=+}
MDAR) [see photo of anti-Diem (2T ..) government W
demonstrations (R BUFFT E) in 1963]. }
L8
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* Vietnamese Catholics [NcFLDAR) Y] (10% of f -
&
AN

Ay

the population [AEA®M10%]), were viewed as

privileged and mostly urban elite (3R TKRER (X

ZEI2FL 1) —b) with close historical links (&SR

DHZEITRFEE) to the French and other foreigners.

Diem also implemented discriminatory measures (Z 5l

MHEE / XEZEZEMELT=) which Buddhists ({AZX1E)

did not like. (see the protest self-immolation [B 24%&

#£] of a Buddhist monk in June 1963) [BE& B3iZ &I,
BARERCLICETEFTHIL].

« Poor southern Vietnamese peasants (FAMDN~F LD
=) were also more attracted to the land reforms (-
MR ISHRLSF I ZE T FELT) promised by (FIR
LZEL7=) Ho Chi Minh and the communists in the north
(h— FIUERETBRDILAN L),

 In the countryside, the Saigon regime (43> MK

¥E) implemented (3EfEL7=) a disastrous (JEB T AL

IhL7=) ‘strategic-hamlet program’ (B{B&E97%4T 70

4'5..) in 1961 to prevent the spread of communism in

rz;lraltareas (BE /EMICHEFEZDLENYZEHIET
Z)

» The program forced (FEIEELLVY %) millions of rural
Vietnamese peasants and villagers (fAfEAH DA D
R FLDEREFE) to leave their ancestral homes
(%£%848 < DR) and family burial grounds (REND1E
ZEHh) and to live inside fortified (BZE{LShi:o)
‘strategic hamlets’ (BiBEBI724T) [see photo on Page 6].
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The program (BE&EIZEH T 055 .L) was deeply unpopular (JE
BIZCAKDEZEWNDTAOY S L) amongst Vietnam’s rural
population (E+#fM A O) and only increased support for the south
Vietnamese communist (FADNMFLDHEFTEEICHT 5K
BEEOLELS) Viet Cong’ (Nk3Y) and Ho Chi Minh’s

overnment ((R—-FIUDHEETHEDBAT) in Hanoi (/\/ A&
%"){*I‘TL\(DE%‘B)\: [Viet Cong (&, FANKRFLTIVEI2AIC
ﬁﬁ%{%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ"fﬂ VBT AN REEEERZERET HH
— B ipRRE ‘o]

By the early 1960s, violent communist (£ FFEH) and non-
communist (JEHEFEFE) rebellions (REERBAFTE)
against the Diem government (VI L®DBAF) increased.

Washington é)'? L2 k) therefore decided to replace Diem (T
LZERRBT D).

In November 1963, Diem was assassinated (2 TLIXBEREINE
L7=) in a military coup (BZ/—T 2—) that Washington secretly
supported (9—TF—ZVDEMITRKAZFELF:). The leader of the

military coup (EEY—T2—D!)—45 —é became the new leader
of the Saigon government [H /T DEHE] (from 1963 to 1975).

The US military (CKE) and the South Vietnamese army (/2 & F

ZDEANLFLE), engaged in a ruthless (FEZEIRD) counter-

insurgency (X% 1)5) campaign [see photo] aimed at killing as

many suspected communists as possible (£ F&EH 'C*‘Jb%)iﬁ;‘?\

nh TEHEITHRI L H%Note the ‘Cross-over Point’
]

strategy / VARA —/N\—R DEL

However, the Viet Cong guerilla army (Nka>D4'1)SE) and
the North Vietnamese army (FENFFLDHEFHRBHDE)
seemed capable of suffering massive casualties (S DEEL VLIS

BEEKBICRAIENTESLITL).

Kyvoichi Sawada
I'an Binh, Victnam, 1966
I'he body of a Viet COng soldicr is
dragged behind an armored syehicle en
rounte to a barial site after ficrce
fighting on Fehruary 24, 1966. (UUPI)
Online Sonrce: digitaljonrnalist.org
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About 58,000 US soldiers (Kk££) died during the war but the
Vietnamese communists i—;‘%ﬁii%% ) suffered over one
million deaths (1004 ALLEDFET), or about twenty dead

Vietnamese combatants (¥%Ef8) for every American soldier

(KRE).

The US and South Vietnamese armies CREER X EFTHDE
ANrFLE) used napalm (F/\—L) bombs (slow burning
petroleum jelly ("71z'J>/) which sticks to the skin), as well as
chemy}gal defoliants (FALZEH) (see Age*ll_ét _if)range -I—>x
hFAL2Y) to destro Ve%etation ( ) and the dense

~

jungle forests (BELF=D ¥ T)I).

However, the Viet Cong’s (/~Nk32/) vast and complex tunnel
system (AR CHEMLEL R ILY X T L) as well as their ability
to cross the border (EliEZ# % %) into Cambodia (AR T),
Laos (D74 X), and northern Vietnam é,:]H.’,’\‘I*ﬂ'A however

REMIZEILT HTL) the

made comprehensiveg defeating (F#e&

commugists_g“:—ﬁéiﬁﬁ' an extremely difficult objective (1B
HTHREERRE /ETHH LU E BY) [see tunnels’ photo].

From a figure of 12,000 US ‘military advisers’ (EEZEEE]) in
1962, the number of American military personnel (7 AN E
A) increased to 500,000 soldiers (K£x) in 1967.

The war was extensively covered by the American and
international media (¥ AAZITL>TRAMIZEHRESNT-)
who aired (Rt7-) TV pictures and published newspaper
photos of the true and graphic (B5-3E#4) story of war, As a result
(ZDFERELT), the Vietnam War (NFFLEES) became
very unpopular (ANEHV%LY) in the USA and around the world
('Iﬂ'ﬁﬂlﬂ’c})). [see photo of a South Vietnam army general [FFN
FTAE@E*I’%}ELexecuting a Viet Cong prisoner [Nk D
HBEZWHIF S5 L] in Saigon (4T 2) in February 1968).

VIET CONG TUNNEL COMPLEX

Water line

Firing post
Airtight trapdoor
First aid post
Punji stake trap

Reinforced sleeping
chamber
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The US and South Vietnamese armies (K E & L
FEDEAANLFLE) also unsuccessfully tried (5L
INIZEK L 1-) to destroy the so-called (FTE8) ‘Ho Chi
Minh Trail’ (a network of roads and trails that
connected North Vietnam to South Vietnam via Laos
and Cambodia) [see map] [R—FI - JL—(FEEE:
Ho Chi Minh trail) &l&, N+ FLEERICHEITHIL
(REFLEREHME) ASHFILETHR, AVRY
THERAZBEYRE (RNMLHRFE) IZESENNTL
RN ERRERA DE L EIRREET ).

On the morning of January 30" 1968, the Vietnamese
communists (32 F FEH) took the US army and the
southern Vietnamese regime (443 DEHE) by
complete surprise (SERGEZT) when they
launched major attacks (KRIRIZLTBEZLT-) upon
American and South Vietnam military bases (B3 £
#h), and buildings in South Vietnam (the Tet
Offensive - ThDHE /IHIE A (TF) [F0IEYEEX

[ZHHhND).

For the American public (7 A)ADTHEIZXL ),
the Tet Offensive (THMDHE) showed that the
Vietnam War was not winnable (B T7ZLY) and might

continue for a very long time (T U \HE#E<IF).
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After January 1968, the will of the American people to
continue the war decreased dramatically [BiSZ i+ 5
RKERDEEE, BIBICEAPLELIZ]. Anti-war
protests (JREk$H1i%) in the US (and internationally) on
university campuses (KFEF+v>/3X) and city centers
(#RT D HIL) also increased dramatically (BIHIIZHE 0
LELF) and were a threat (EB) to American
domestic stability (ZAUHDERNZFEM) [see John
Ifgeg(r)lo]n and Yoko Ono anti-war protest photo in the late
s].

Negotiations (3Xj#%) between the USA and North
Vietnam (FERkF L) to end the war began in May
1968.

By the late 1960s, the Americans gradually (T;?—:/llﬁ
beéggan to decrease the number of US troops (77 *')hE
DEFZEFFL>IEHE) in southern Vietnam (FINM -
L) and to slowly withdraw their army (EZEX0D BB HY
#GE) from an unpopular war (FEH| D B<AELVELY).

Under President Richard Nixon [!JFv—K-=9V ]
(from 1969 to 1974), the US government adopted a
policy (BMMEZHRALFL) known as
‘Vietnamization’ [NtFSE—32] in order to
prevent American casualties (7 AUDDIEMEZHS
T=812) [See photo from the My Lai massacre (JE3%)
of March 1968].

Controversially (if5fJ1Z), the ruthless American
aerial bombardment (ZEZIEZZEIR) of communist
forces (#E X EZEHFEMX) and supply lines (FHFAHR) in
North Vietnam (£ kF-Ls) was extended into Laos (5
7Z X) and Cambodia (AR 7).
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» By the early 1970s, Washington ("7 <> k2) realized
that it should withdraw (EZ#uR95) all US
military personnel (7 AJADEAN) as soon as
possible (TS A7=[18<) [see the napalm bombing
[F 73— LI&EHK] photo of a young girl in June 1972].

« In October 1972, the Vietnamese communists (3£
FEH) accepted a deal (BFJIZ:ELT-) that was not
a complete victory (SER7EEFITILAZLY) for them
but would at least (7%<&%) see an American
withdrawal from Vietnam [NcF LMD T A)HD
EDH#LR] (see photo of the Paris Peace Accords (17
7€) of January 1973). [/\UREIX. 1973F1H27H.
INJISTARMFLRFHAE (LA F L) AR
LEME (FANNT L) AN LS HEEGEF E o
BT 7)"J73‘§|“%H|§|0)FHEI'G‘EH S =~ k7 LB
FIBEZTHIL=HE, |

*  After the Paris Peace Accords (/N1 %E) were signed
in January 1973, nearly twenty years of US military
involvement in Vietnam (N;F A TIFIF205F D K[E]
DEDFER) came to an end (¥£4>o7=). By March
1973, the last American soldiers (%MK L) had
left Vietnam.

»  After the US withdrawal from Vietnam [Nt F LM 5
DT A)HDEDHRDE), the emboldened Eﬁ—ﬁ
DIF5NT) Vietnamese communists (HEEFEEH)
and the dejected (KAEAHTL) anti-communist
Saigon regime (REEEZDH AT DKIE)
continued to fight one another for control of ‘South
Vietnam’.
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In March 1975, the Vietnamese communists (3£ F £ %) launched
a major attack on South Vietnam (BXFFIEZED X DFH LHo7-).
[See photo — panic 1[/ N &iRi] at the US Embassy in Saigon
(AT DKEKR{EEE) in the final days of the Vietnam War [Nk
FTLEEOREDRIZ).

On April 30™ 1975, Saigon fell (/3> DE%), and all of
Vietnam was under communist control (}:E FZEDXETIJ). The
Vietnam War was over (B (F#84>207=). [see photo of captured
anti-communist soldiers [fbAbN=REEFENDEL] and
victorious (B§F M) communists (£ F FEH) in Saigon] [{F—F 3
‘g_T‘ﬁ](IE MYAT)ERNMF LS EEZRHNMEOEBICHYE

Immediate Consequences (i D and Key Points

The communist victory (H{XEEZREBDEEF]) in Vietnam was
followed shortly afterwards by the communist Khmer Rouge %E
I§%0)7}—)l{)lx—°)l) taking control of (@iﬁﬂ*‘é"é %)
Cambodia (1>27R T 7) and the communist Pathet Lao (X E E&HH
D /\Tk-Z7) taking control of Laos (TA4 R). Communism (3
F & #) however did not spread (X E T HRIFBHRALFEATL/
[LHYFEH A TLI:) beyond these countries.

By the mid-1970s (1970 X%) and the end of the Vietnam War,
the Cold War in East Asia was virtually over (R7 7 TrikldE
BRI HoT).

After decades of conflict (#34MD¥+4F), the war-torn (8% T3
B L 7=) countries of South-east Asia (RFAF7 27 M[E) focused on
reconstruction (B #£) and rebuilding their societies.

!
\

'\ ' ABANDONED AND CAPTURED ON THE MORNING
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Cambodia suffered terribly [0 EKEFLHALT: /REILV-EH
L] until 1979 under the ruthless Pol Pot (& ELRIL
TI'\E and the Khmer Rouge government (I A—JL-JL—a
DEUF) [see photo], and then because to the Cambodian-
Vietnamese War (1977 to 1989) [AVRTT DAL L5
F — XFLEFAURSTADEEMGTERICEALY .

DA—=IL- L—2a (AR T HER) ZBENEEZRL .
HOROT7ELORFZLMELE]. ~

Khmer Rouge Atrocities In Cambodia

Former allies (IB[E#3[E), Vietnam and China fell out (B {%
MELAEo71-) and went to war against each other (L\&EF
%) in 1979 (see the Sino—Vietnamese War -t Ei&E 0052 |
EdlisLda==3)

China and the United States became friends after 1972 (see &
photo of US President [V F¥—k-=0Y 2 KXKi#fi5H] and
communist China’s leader Mao Zedong [EIRE] meeting
in 1972) .

Under the protection of the US (KE D HREED T T), Eas
Asian non-communist governments (3F§¥Ei§§®ﬁ&ﬁ

focused on economic growth and prosperity (#F:F & &
234
=xR).

—

After more than three decades of fighting (304F LA £ D &k S
M1%) first the Japanese, then the French, and finally the

Americans, Vietnam, north and south, was an independent
and sovereign country (323 L1= F 42 H).
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Cambodia (AVRTTF), Laos (T4 R), and
Vietnam had been left devastated by the war (&
W FIZK->TRLEINTLV). Millions of
people had died, large areas of farmland [/ 1]
were polluted (GBEEEM7=), and many people
suffered and still suffer [ZLL &) as a result
of the effects of ‘Agent Orange’ [NhF LS
TTZA)AENANV=HZEHI] and landmines
[#hEE] [see photo of US planes spraying ‘Agent
Orange’].

Despite a determined effort (LNBRABFEDTH)
since 1955, the spending of over 200 billion US
dollars [2000f&FJL / 20,000,000,000,000M],
and the deaths of over 58,000 soldiers, the
United States failed to secure its objectives (B
BEHERT HIENTEEMNST:) in Vietnam,
a Third World state (1% ).

The Vietnam War also polarized American
socie_g AT LEFEET A) DD %5715
feSEFEL,/ HITT oLz, =&
*t BB AR HK 5 12742 5]. For nearly twenty years
after Vietnam, the US avoided (5%(7‘7’:) directly
intervenin %—E?ﬁﬁ]\Té) in a military
conflict (E% 122). [See photo of the aftermath
(5RK) of the Kent State University shootings in
May 1970 - 19705848 . KA /NAF M DT
VM ILKREFTARDFEMNMEISSHIRSND
ELSEHLH T, .
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