Lecture Title: Japan and the USA
Become Colonial Powers

Korea — ‘a dagger pointed at the heart of Japan’ [B AR DWEIT
[2EEDITSMNT=T]](Prussian (FALF) advisor to the
Japanese Imperial Army from 1885 to 1888 - Major Klemens
Meckel (VLA RX =294 )L -BARBEEEH|IOFRIEIZERBL
ERZEFMYFEDEATHD).

By the late 1870s, Japan was starting to challenge Chinese and
later Russian power in northeast Asia. (Note the Treaty of

Ganghwa in 1876 (HERIEIF SR CTEFESRD).

Korea’s historical misfortune (FZE7EZFER) was often because
to its geographical location (MIEERIZZ{IE) and its
vulnerability (AfE557%) to attack from larger and more powerful
neighbours such as China, Japan, and Russia [see map].

Domestically (EINT), infighting (F#3) between different
Korean groups also weakened (A 7T=1KEE) the country’s
ability to unite (1739 %) and build its defences (E {iF). After
the mid-1800s (191H#2MHLEIZ), there were rising tensions
between Korea’s Joseon dynasty (FAS¥EEH) rulers (1392 —
1897) and Korea’s large Christian community (2'J AF+>0
S1=71).

The Joseon (§8f¥ £ &f) government closely watched (B¢ E 282
fHENTLV:) the slow disintegration (ELf#) of the Qing
Empire GETFE) in the 1800s. To prevent becoming like China,
the Koreans chose a policy of isolation (GBZEIK), defence,
and very cautious (ETHIEEIRK) and limited exchanges (RS
N1=E5|F) with the West (F8;¥).
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In the 1860s and 1870s, the ruling elite D HSHIT)—F)
in Korea began programs aimed at modernisation (FT{{(E)
to prevent foreign interference (}MEBM Fi%5). They also saw
Japan as a suitable model (EYNZZETIL) for how to
?légé:_e%s)fully (DFK) reform (BEF %) and modernise (R

Moderate Korean elites (EE%TI!)—F) were influenced
by an essay (#3X), which had been written in 1880 by a
Chinese diplomat (9} 'E). The essay’s main thesis (@n
#H)was that Russia was the number one threat (BRADE
B Tdd) to Korea’s sovereignty (FHE), and that Korea
should defend itself by reforming (ZX# 9 %) and becoming
like a Western country (FB;E®DI[E]). The essay also advised
that Korea should develop links (BA{RZERSHELHNHEMN
HYZET) with Japan, China, and the United States [see
picture].

The pro-reform (BR=EIZHF LT %) rulers sent students to
China to study military strategy (EEEEE) and technology
(FefifT) at Li_ Hongzhang’s (FJEE) Self-Strengthening
Movement schools (;%fgi_é@] / 53@@@]0)?%5), and
embraced (2= & o7z) efforts (£3/7) to catch up GEL DI
%) with the West (#8;¥). In 1881, the Korean government
was restructured (B SN7-) and modernised (FRfXAE
=nt:). Reformerséﬁ %) were also placed in positions of
power (LFIIZHIE S 7-) within the decision-making elite
(BERREDI')—F) in Korea, and representatives ({f£3R)
were sent on diplomatic and cultural missions (43 &3 1ERY
#24£7%) to the US, China, and Japan.
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Despite these efforts (18 J158 A =A%), Korea was still
heavily influenced (M7%Y 2®INT) and
manipulated (¥ £54.72) by Qing China (&[E). In
the 1880s, the Chinese continued to regard Korea as a
vassal state (BEEFMT FIITHEoTULVELE) of
the Qing Empire ;&6 ).

Korea’s Queen Min (Empress Myeongseong) [BHfK,
EJ5 - see photo] and her allies (BR7) also needed
Chinese help to fend off (/' #>9") potential domestic
rivals (EIRDBERISA/\)L), and the threat (&
) of Japan’s rising influence inside Korea (3=l El
NIZEFLBRDEZEN).

In 1882, there was an unsuccessful (%KBL7=) anti-
foreigner (4+EAHER)and anti-government (JRIX
FF) coup d'état (V—T ’5‘,—_). This military revolt (E&
MDxEL) was crushed (EiEINf-) with Chinese
help.

In December 1884, pro-reform factions (K{ZEJR) in
Korea organised a violent but failed (KEXL71=) coup
d'état (‘the Gapsin Coup’-Eifi# =) with the help
of Japanese government officials in Seoul.

After the coup, both Japan and China agreed not to
intervene (/T AL7EZLNCETHE) in Korea without
first receiving permission (ZBHID@ENEEFAILEC)
from the other side.
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In 1894 there was a major rebellion (K/R L) (the
Donghak Peasant Revolution [ 4= REi %)) in
southern Korea (FAEREE[E) (see picture). The
Korean King asked Qing China to help. The
Chinese responded almost immediately (IZ1F9<
(2 ItsL 1<) and sent their army into Korea to quell
the uprising (ZE)ZEMHT-). However, the
Chinese had also acted in_breach of the 1885
agreement with Japan (...[Z3E R L TL V).

The Japanese therefore sent their army to Korea.
Japanese soldiers arrived in the capital (E#D),
Seoul, before the Chinese did. After arr1v1ng, the
Japanese stormed the Korean palace (& EZ[ZZRE
L7=), and then kidnapped (§%#3L7-) the Korean
king and then imprisoned him (B2ZL7=). They
also set up a puppet Korean government (R fER(H

WU BFEZRIALLT-).

Shortly afterwards, China and Japan officially
declared war (B;L\Z/2E L71-) on each other. The
First Sino-Japanese War (August 1894 - April 1895)
[56 — R HELk$] had started.

ﬁ n
l~ ..‘ ’vl"
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The First Sino-Japanese War
(August 1894 - April 1895)

[F—RPBEF]

One of the most important battles of the First Sino-Japanese War
was the Battle of the Yalu River (Ei&i®Ek) on September 17
1894 between the Japanese Imperial Navy (KB AT EEE)
and Li Hongzhang’s (ZFJBE) Beiyang Fleet (LX) The
Beiyang Fleet suffered heavy losses (KIEE%(171-) in the
battle (BEL)) and was later completely annihilated and
destroyed (£1&L TLZEo7=) by the Japanese (see picture).

Within two months, the Chinese were forced out of GELMH I
=) Korea.

The Japanese Imperial Army (BA®DFEPEE) had marched
(1TEL 7<) into Manchuria (G&) and captured the port (GEHT)
of Weihaiwei (BU/BEIZ G%8L7-) on the Shandong peninsula
(IUEE#5). This was a key factor (E7XE ) in forcing the
Chinese to surrender (JEIEOUYERSESH&).

The Japanese demanded (B3R L7=z) major concessions (EE7S
i£75) from the defeated (FULMZBAtLHZ &) Chinese by forcing
them to sign the Treaty of Shimonoseki on April 17t 1895 ("F
BEZ54Y9). These included the ceding of Taiwan (fEXZiESL
7=), the Pescadores (Penghu) Islands, and the Liaodong
peninsula (EEXELTERFE. 8. BilFEEDEE), a
Chinese recognition of Korea’s independence (FA%# I 3L M 7
#2) (from Chinese interference (PFEMNSTFE%52179)), and a
huge indemnity ({E€ %2 K L712) to be paid to Japan.
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* For the Chinese people, the war (B5—RHPBEHEF) =
represented the rottenness (FIEE / fEBILT=) and |
the death knell (FB#8) of the Qing regime ;& £ &R).
The national humiliation (EI&EE) of the Treaty of
Shimonoseki (FBI5#Y) shattered (##:L7-) the

legitimacy (IE#f) of the Qing system (HE ).

» After 1895, the Europeans, and especially Russia,
demanded ((Z3KL7=z) more and more business and
territorial rights (381 D iEZ5) inside China.

« This was in a period (Hif&]) when foreign countries
such as the UK, Russia, Germany, and even Italy &
were increasingly competing (F£ZFIIF) with #L.%
cach other to take control of more and more
important areas and territories inside Qing China (;§ &
[El). A phrase (§8%]) used to describe this §
development (¥FE) in China was ‘slicing the %
Chinese melon [FEDAOZRTAR] (see
picture, and map handout).

* In the late 1890s and early 1900s, the Qing Empire |
(7 &) looked like it could soon be replaced (& =t
ZBHMNFET) by an occupied China (54%8#:) which
was divided into different spheres of influence (% |
71E8) and foreign-controlled areas. Y
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The Americans Reinforce (##3%9 %)

their Power in East Asia

By the late 1800s, the US still had no colonies (H&E#h) or
territories (J&h) in East Asia. After 1898 however, the US’
power and involvement (B§4>4 &) in East Asia dramatically

increased (ELLEMLT-). Why?

Firstly, in January 1898, the ‘American Asiatic
Association’ [7A)HDT O T7HE] was established (FRE S
fu1<). There were strong calls (B AV5#LY) from the American
business community (7 AJ)ADE P #AF) and political elites
(A HDBEAERIZEI)—F) to establish a presence (FLE >
A% HEIL T B) in East Asia in order to (D7=&Z[F) defend
their commercial and military interests (55 F|2F, 18 F| &
<Y, BERZBITA1=8I2), particularly in the huge
market of China. For example, to utilise (F| /i3 %) safe ports
(R L7 #) for refueling ships (PAFHAEFE D T=8), docking (i
Ry~ AND) naval vessels GEBEREME) etc.

Secondly, Spain was defeated (BXJ4bL7-) by the US in the
Spanish-American War [KFa 8% &LV 4] (April to August
1898). After centuries of Spanish control, many East Asian
islands were now American colonies ((J&ith — the Philippines
[Z4JE>], and Guam [ 7LE], ). The US was now an
imperial power in East Asia CKEREKSIZL>T, 7A)NIEXE
TOTIZBITHEESR N ELST=,) [see picture].

In the so-called [LM4oHPS] ‘Open Door Policy’ [P F B EL
%], the US asked other powerful foreign countries within
China to keep the country open to trade for all the major

powers (despite different spheres of influence -2 71&), and for Ten thousand miles from tlp {0 tlp —Phililtl(tlplliil PI(‘,‘S&
no one country to attempt to take control of China.
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The Russo-Japanese War [ H EEE %] WA T T EY R EB
(February 1904 — September 1905) -

In the last years of the 1800s, Russia was the greatest danger
[RHKRELMER] to Qing China’s [[FEEFA)] security. The
Russians also continued to interfere with (FZfEZE71=9") and
to influence domestic politics in Korea (¥2EERNBE~NDE
EHNDEX).

The Koreans and the Chinese were too weak (339 &) to
challenge Russia. The UK and the USA were also worried
about Russia but did not want to risk starting a war (fE}&%
B LI=<GEho7).

For Japan however Russian power and influence (71 & 222 7))
in Korea and Manchuria (ii#i) was a danger to Japan’s
immediate security and economic interests (ElIFFEZRNDLZE
{RFE). Japan’s fears (7%ifi) were made worse (&Y ELEINT=
HBHLEECL D) by Russia’s unwillingness [FAREHR&]
to meet the Japanese halfway (Z17%9 %) in talks.

The UK had important strategic interests (Z 2273 & H& Y7L F]
#%) in Asia in the early 1900s that complemented (¥852L7=)
Japan’s quest ($£3K) for Western allies (F;EMSREIZEE). In
January 1902, the two countries signed the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance (H 3[R 83) [see picture].

Japan’s alliance ([&]28) with Great Britain symbolized (RS
N 1z) its successful (BKZIL7=) nearly fifty-year journey from
a feudal (FEMZL) and secluded (FUILFEZF) country to a
modern and industrialized (L3&E) world power (t5 D&
).
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IHE RUSSO-JAPANESE
WARAND PEACE
1904-1908

Even though Japan was in a stronger position after 1902, Russia
still refused (E"J}T?Uibf:) to make concessions (€259 %) to
Japan in relation (IZB8:&L T) to Korea and Manchuria (Gi&H).
Tokyo therefore decided that a war with Russia was the best
option (Ex B M:EIREL) at an opportune time (EfS D KU BF
[Z) if Japan wanted to protect its interests (F| I Z<FHT=HIZF
) in the region.

In February 1904, Tokyo cut off its diplomatic ties (A7 &ED
ﬁxﬂﬁ%g.‘ﬁﬁ’)) with Saint Petersburg (2> hE—2—X/\—
7). On the night of February 8", the Japanese attacked the
Russian navy’s fleet g&?;é%@ﬂ%l%) in Port Arthur (7R—
b7 —H— /ARG t) The Russo-Japanese War (B ZE & )
was a disaster (IX|Z) for the poorly equipped (FXigMAEL T
LVf2) and outnumbered (BUZHLNTILHYZELT-) Russians
\ghofcould not respond quickly (FEIZxIET HIEMTEL
\DT2).

Under the guidance of ($§38E® T T) US President, Theodore
Roosevelt (LA F7-B—XANJLK), the Japanese and the
Russians signed the Treaty of Portsmouth (;R—Y<X%E#Y)
on September 5t 1905 [see map -
http:// www.portsmouthpeacetreaty.com/ ].

Japan won control (#§7=) of southern Manchuria [FEg# )M ]
(including railway rights [#%1B# %] and the control of Port
Arthur [fR—k-7—4— ] and Dalian [ Ki3#i]). The Russians
also agreed that Japanese interests in Korea were paramount
(&b [FFIZ)EEZ]. In addition, Japan I%ained control (&F7-)

over southern Sakhalin (FAHEX /T /\J2). CHINA

For the first time in the modern era, a non-white power had ‘ ‘ T A o NIV Rom i
defeated a white gower in a major war (BRRKDETHIDHT, ; (¢ bel bl o A e e
BATLGLWKEIX, REGEHFETHAKEZBRILICIELIAA » ( Doy

12) (see picture on the next page).
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This new political situation however also
caused the West to ponder about (FZ % &
L < 59) the future for East Asia and to
consider carefully (;GR<ZZ %) whether or
not (.MEDMN) a powerful Japan might
later in the future threaten (&79) Western
interests (FA;F D [EAF) in East Asia.

As Theodore Roosevelt (ZAF7-0—X AN
JLR) noted, the Western states (F8;¥MDE)
were distracted by ‘divided interests, divided
cares, double burdens’ (DL NHNPIN A
[CEYFEENT) in places throughout the
whole world (tHFHUL\=BFFIZ). Japan
however would focus its interests on East
Asia and would have ‘one care, one interest,

one burden [B18].

Over the next four decades (104F) in East
Asia, Roosevelt’s observation (GE£H) in the
early 1900s proved accurate (1E#E7E 7 8l).

.:."Z*.m //3 hid !
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Key Points:

« Japan’s victory (BA®DEEF]) over Russia in the
Russo-Japanese War (HEE(F) in 1905
symbolized (RESH71=) the challenge a powerful
Japan could be to Western dominance (F&;F¥D{E{I)
in East Asia. Japan was now a global power (TH 5 M

p ).

* ‘Eastern’ Japan’s defeat BXdk) of ‘Western’ Russia
shattered tAhe myth (3K ’&?&7@}% L 7<) of the white
man’s (HA) invincibilitg (F&REN). This indirectly
influenced ([EI{ERIICEE %3 (T7-) the growth of

anti-imperial (R E®D) and anti-Western (R FE¥
@) groups in East Asia (see picture).

« Japan, once a victim ((BENDIEHE) of Western
imperialism (FEFTHEFEEK) for many decades (10
F), became a victimizer (JNE &) power (5&EF) in
East Asia.

« In 1899, the 7Post—1853 [18531%] ‘unequal
treaties’ [ FFESEHI] between Japan and other
Iﬁa%or powers were terminated (8 T LELT= /£2BS

2).
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Qing China’s ;B EH]) defeat (BXdt) in
the Sino-Japanese War (HBF#F) of
1894-95 represented the end of China’s
centuries-long (fA]t##2+) position as East
Asia’s number one power.

The Qing Empire (;E7FE) was replaced
(I T-) by states (EZF) such as
Japan and France as the dominant powers
({175 K[E) in areas such as Korea and
Vietnam. The tributary system (HE®D
M EH{AHl), which saw China as the
central power and hegemon (ZFR#E[F) in
East Asia, had been destroyed (B{iEZH
TULV).

Korea, started to lose its independence (38
ML &%) after the 1870s, and by 1905
had become a Japanese protectorate ({&
ZE[&) [see picture].

(" The Rorean Gorerument has decids

IN A TIGHT PLACE,

|

b preservo A sinet ity in the event of war bettvoen Jonan and Russla” Daily Panee
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