Japan Emerges (BUV\K<EHNB)
from Isolation ([R5f) (from the
1850s to 1895)

The United Szgtes Opens _Japan _to Trade (B %) and
Diplomacy (5} %)

e Commodore Matthew Perry (/R!)—12%) (see picture) arrived in
Edo Bay (Tokyo) in July 1853. The Japanese accepted his letter
from the US President to the Japanese Emperor (REEET) after
which Perry departed (ﬁ%biﬂf:).

«  In February 1854, Perry returned as he had promised (93 L 7=
&% B 1-L71-) but with a much larger fleet (D & ).

«  After this show of force (EENFEITEHF D 3—), the two
sides agreed to sign the Convention of Kanagawa (B K F1# &
#9%H%5) on March 315t 1854. Notably (&Y#>(7) the treaty gave
‘most-favored nation’ status to the US (@ & S f9% Ffd gl!%,
LA FGERRWLEZ(THE).

5

«  the Japanese had to end over 200 years of seclusion ($H[EE(IR)
and isolation (fEEf) under its ‘closed country’ (sakoku —$HE)

policies (BUR).

*  The US’ first consul (f83) to Japan, Townsend Harris (K E#2
SEEARHUE R\ R), arrived in Shimoda in 1856.

* In July 1858, the US and Japan signed the Townsend ‘Harris
Treaty’ (3>t k-/\)REHR *%'%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ) [see photo
of Japanese mission to the US in 1860]
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At other times, other countries were also given access (¥, F1=
(X315 AUZEEET) to extra ports (FEi%) along Japan’s coast as well
as being given ‘extra-territoriality’ rights (;A4V;E#4E). Other
concessions (i£259 4) included the building of foreign areas (4%
EADH#X), minimum (&/]V) import taxes (#AFz) for foreign
products Lﬂ@l%%), and the right of Christian missionaries (1)
AL D EZEM) to teach and promote Christianity (') AFEX) in
Japan (see map).

Powerful Japanese people, such as the chief minister and great elder
(REERELTEHEBZEEE - wirou) 1i Naosuke (F{RE), chose
to avoid conflict (FL\&#E(+5) and focus ((F1%)1A D) on co-
operation (1% 77) until Japan could become strong enough to match
the Western powers (Ei%@%%"j]). Ii had controversially (5f% 89
[Z) agreed to sign the Harris Treagt%,gﬁ KEIFEBEF) of 1858
for pragmatic reasons (EFf EZRITHS). In February 1860,
Japan sent a large diplomatic mission (§}3 0 & D {# &) to the US.
A few weeks later, Ii was assassinated (BEF St ELT).

The assassination (F§%%) of Ii Naosuke in 1860 sgmbolised (RS
fz) the tensions and frictions (BXRWERBLI=EA{%) inside
Japan with regards to the country’s unprecedented (FIJf5|HVELNC

&) interactions (AR MD 3 iR) with the West (F8;¥) [see pictures].

His death also created a political vacuum (BUERIZRZ4EAT) B
in Japan and resulted in the country being without a strong kS

leadership GE D% —F —vTHELT).

After Ii’s death, the feudal lords (3% %) (daimyo) focused more on
the Japanese emperor (KEMETF) as a_symbolic (REHILD)
unifying force GER DT TS/ NNAM ) TLZHSNT=3KIDA)
in an unstable period (F & ELFF).
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 the feudal lords G&X) (daimyo) rallied ([EIf€L7=) to the
cry (FEHEIT) ‘revere (FB) the emperor (REEET),
expel (BT D) the barbarian® (FFEAN) (BEEiEER-

sonnd joi) (see the picture).
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Domestic Tensions (EADZKIR) in Japan after 1854

« Perry’s intimidating (E%#L TLV5) shows of force (B
AFEEIXEHEDI3—)) in 1853 and 1854, and then the
controversial (5#%#973) presence of foreign diplomats (4}
R 'E) and businessmen in Japan, undermined (& 34712)
Japan’s feudal-based (¥} ) Tokugawa shogunate (f&)I]
2 FF) and speeded up GREZEDT-) its eventual (FxFEHY
%) dismantling (f2{K 9 52 ¢).

* From early on in Japan’s forced (38 l7%%) interactions (Af&]
DR iit) with the West (F87¥) since 1854, the Japanese used
a dual (ZE) interact and delay (RiR9 5. EEDY)
strategy (EkHR).

» Note that the Western nations’ (FEEREE[E) humiliation (J&
) of China had taken place in gradual stages (ff R [ZHE
I F), beginning with trading and diplomatic (EIRX&EE 5)
concessions (38459 %), and then moving next to China
becoming a quasi-colony GEHE R th).
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There were a number of key factors (FE/ZER) that helped
post-1854 (18541%) Japan to avoid (HK#4L5D) the type of
problems that China had experienced.

« the West was distracted (DL\HNONWLIZEYEEN
) by events (H3€Z) in China (and elsewhere [ D 15 FT
T)) in the years after 1854. These distractions (E#%Y))
included the Crimean War [JX 7S] (1853-56), the
Sepoy Rebellion in India (1857) [ZRA D KELELND, A
FDxtA ¥ RKEL] (see map), the Second Opium War
((BZRF7AE%) in China (1856 — 1860), and the US
Civil War [KE D ILES] (1861-1865).

e Japan in the late 1850s and early 1860s also did not _c=-=

experience the same serious social and political domestic
problems ([EINRH%E) that China was experiencing.

However,

* in the first number of years after 1854, the weak central

shogunate (33 M) (bakufu -FHF) government in Japan
realised that it was becoming more and more difficult to

control the strong anti-foreign sentiment (xenophobia) [4}
[E AL VD] (see picture of attack on the British legation
[/2 % #E] in 1861) and the economic disruption [#FiFiE
#iL] caused by new relations with the West [F8EXZE[E .
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The Choshu and Satsuma clans (FM
FEAOREEETE) form an alliance (EF)8
[Ri#]9 D)

In the early 1860s, competition for power intensified (3¢5 HVE{E L T
L\fﬁ%) between the powerful Choshu and the Satsuma clans (%
XOFEEEE) . These clans (—H&) were situated far from the Tokugawa
shogunate’s ()13 FF) power bases (#£ 71E &) and therefore they
had_freedom and autonomy (E’8) to act (SMEFAXE — tozama
daimyo’/ lords) [see map].

Both clans were also rich, had strong armies, strong leadership, and

wanted to use their power to undermine (& 9) the shogunate (bakufu -

%E)’ and wanted to win the support of the Emperor’s court (K24
)

In 1866, both clans agreed to form an alliance [ERIB[IRIE]TD)]
(the Satcho alliance) [[E & (o5 &£I)DREIBDER] and then work
together to achieve their objectives (HHY): to topple (¥T{E]9 %) the
shogunate (bakufu) [5A¥] and then drive the foreigners out (BLH
9) of Japan.

The British and the Satsuma clan (§EEE#) however became close |

allies (L2MYLI=EHE) in_the mid-1860s because_of common
interests and goals (@D F|EF), and a weakening (5§52 &) of the
clans’ anti-foreign feelings [4}E A BEL D]

The Satsuma and the Choshu clans also [ M2 XS5 EE %] sent their

I:l Major outside Daimyo domains that played HOKKAIDO
key roles in the 185368 penod restoration
I:I Main arcas of Shogunal Rule
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younger samurai warriors (I ) to foreign countries to learn about the |

Western world and Western military skills and technology (see photo
of samurai from the Choshu clan in the 1860s).
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The Japanese Choose a More Pragmatic 2 BOSHIN WAR
Approach (ERFHMTH D) toward , (I868-1869)

Foreign Powers (FFREEE) }b(

« By the mid-1860s, the Choshu and Satsuma clans (£ ;& FEEE ) 'iik
realised that the foreign powers were too strong to be quickly defeated >
by military force (BB A) only. They therefore chose a more ff e 4

oSAKORAIER
pragmatic approach (R X &EHITH D).
* the Satsuma and Choshu clans together defeated the shogunate army Lo
(BT DERK) in 1868 and then captured Edo (Tokyo) in May 1868 "«?-93‘?-.’12‘,!&)"2,'?};’:',\;:,'_"
(see the Boshin War (Jan.1868 to May 1869)) [IKREESF] (see osnu  MUTSUNOMIVA
map). K";I&%D.’& HREDO ml
O3HL T%U«\
The Meiji Restoration [BAJ&##$7] (1868 — 1912) /v-ﬂm
' TOSA | «— ?:&::nn o MrLUAL
€ NOVEROTS OF DHONOTO'S
« By 1868 the ‘imperial restoration’ (EE{E1H) had begun and the RALECLRY M _sarncs

‘imperial forces’ (7 [EfEE) wanted to make sure (FEH 8 B) that the
Meiji emperor (Bi;&XE), Mutsuhito (BE{Z), would be the person
who would unify (#t— 9 %) the Japanese people (see picture).

« The objectives of the ‘Meiji Restoration’ (BRA###T) and its
architects (3:%&71-5) were first and foremost (F3 A LYH) to
strenghten (581t 9 %) Japan’s security and to undo (ERYiRL AHY2K)
the post-1854 (1854%%) ‘unequal treaties’” (A FFFHK).

* In the late 1860s, the new Meiji government focused on a objective =
(HHY) to ‘seek knowledge throughout the world to strengthen the
foundations [LoMYLT=EHE] of imperial rule [EBX] [see the S
Charter Oath (& 58)- April 7™ 1868] (Cohen, 2000: 282). :
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To win time (AIZBFRIZFRC &SIZEHB) and to show the West |

(78;¥) that Japan was a ‘civilised’ country [ HH[E], the Japanese
worked hard to stop anti-foreigner (YMNE AHEfF) attacks (see
pictures of westernized [F8;¥1E L7=] ladies and samurai).

In foreign affairs (4%%%), the Meiji government (BR;GEIEATF) also
invited diplomats and representatives from foreign countries (4+E D
4+ 3 E) to introduce themselves to the young Emperor (£77).

In 1871, the Japanese embarked on (ARFD) a two-year major
diplomatic tour [+ D ADEE] (the Iwakura Mission or
Iwakura Embassy) [ZE{E&iH] (see map). More than one
hundred officials and students participated in the tour. The Japanese
failed however to convince (GEERIZAREH %) the West [FEEREEE
to change the unequal treaty system (A~ F & &£ £ A H).

In 1871, the Meiji elite [BAJ&T')—Fk] made efforts to end the clan
and the feudal domain (daimyo area) system (BEEER) by
compensating (##{&) the traditional feudal lords [ K% ] (daimyo)
with large sums of money and buying their acceptance (%I2 / 7&Gf)
of the new political system (BUA{A).

With Japan’s economy and society, they also carried out (EELT-)
reform programs (WEFETOS SL) to make Japan look like a
powerful Western country, and to ensure that Japan was a strong
financial (&%) and industrial (Z 3€) nation (E%).

N 7
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*  The British-modelled ‘Japanese Imperial Navy’ ABXRFER
) was created in 1869 (AFRDEE(XEFEHZEEITIMYELT:).

« In 1871, the French-modelled ‘Japanese Imperial Army’ (7 [ [
) was created.

« In 1873, one of the most significant (FgLfZ(D)) changes to
Japan’s social and military system (tt=®IE / El) hap£ened :
;i

when the Meiji leadershgs (BH;8')—3—v7) adopted (( f%fd? f=

E%)—f&IZ1TEE S D) universal military conscription ;Eﬂ}nS
F(18734F) ICIFHEFIEFHRAL. @E%EI%%HO =tz
THRICKAESBMBEERDM SIS MNT). This meant that all
Japanese men would be required to serve for three years (£ H
%) and to bear arms (E 29 %) within the Imperial Army (7 [E [
E). This change ended the centuries-long (faJt##2%) division
(AR D =RIX5) and social hierarchy gi‘%ﬁ’ﬂﬂ%ﬁ‘&) between [
the unarmed (FEEZE) peasantry (/NEPRERR) and the armed Mo
samurai (RRZELT=R I). Therefore, the samurai class (K LFEk) =
looked at the change as an insult (2123 D) to the prestige (Fh{iL)
and reputation (¥¥/) of the samurai warrior class (%) in Japan
(see pictures).

il

', ™y
i

i
-

1

Dealing with Samurai Discontent (7~i7)

« In September 1873, disgruntled (#~;#7%%) samurai began to show
their anger over the 1873 ‘Conscription Law’ (£ Hl)).

«  Some Meiji Japan elites (BA;& B ADI')—F) strongly suggested
that Japan should fight in a foreign war in order to make the
militaristic groups (E2EF D) in Japan happy.

For this reason, Prince Iwakura (&8 E%8 /A2 EXF) chose a
reprisal ($Rf8(Z[&L T)) attack upon Taiwan.
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« The Ryukyu Islands [present day Okinawa] (Bi¥k&& 5 /iH$&
I2) (see map) had traditionally been a mostly independent
kingdom, which historically had paid homage to the Chinese
Emperor, as well as to the Satsuma clan and the Tokugawa
shogunate (2 F M E{%). Since Qing China was too powerful
to be challenged, the Ryukyuans (3{Ek A <), the Chinese, JAPAN
and the mainland Japanese ("L HZAA) had a mutually
beneficial (ML EDKIIC MEICFIHEZZRZT HET. M
FIHE XN TL V) and balanced relationship until the 1870s.

O Ryukyu Islands

* In 1872 however the Japanese forced the Ryukyuan king to
pay homage (EE T DB {R) to the young Meiji Emperor under
the rules of Japan’s new political system. The islands officially
(Z2#R &) became Okinawa Prefecture (GH$8E) in 1879.

* In 1874, Tokyo used this new development (after 1872) to
avenge ({1%)5t 2 ¢&) a 1871 massacre (JEFX) of Ryukyuan
fishermen by sending a military expedition (EZE=1E) to
eastern Taiwan.

* The Taiwan expedition of 1874 however did not succeed in
satisfying or winning over (N RTAEIZAND) the anti-
government (REUFFD) samurai groups inside Japan (see
photo of Japanese soldiers in Taiwan).
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The Satsuma Rebellion (FAFAEL, S — January to
September 1877)

« 1In 1877, a major revolt (KE/EREL) broke out g g
(REIAFECoT2) in the Satsuma domain area R ¥4
(FEFE%) (the Satsuma Rebellion) involving EARE:
40,000 anti-Meiji government (REFFD) 4}
samurai warriors against 60,000 conscripted (1 %

‘Imperial Japanese Army’ (T EPEE) [see picture _ ¥
of the Battle of Tabaruzaka - FHRIRDELLV].

* After nearly nine months of fighting, the more
technologically advanced (EMTHIICERET D) =
and more mobile (AT EITE D) conscript army (8 ==
& £) defeated the samurai, and therefore ended - =

the last major anti-government rebellion (REUAF =
M [ EL) in Meiji Japan (1868-1912) (BH;AMX).

last true samurai’), and leader of the Satsuma
Rebellion, in Ueno Park in Tokyo.
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Strategies (Bil#8) Towards Korea and Russia > 8 . Kamchatka Peninsula

The Meiji government also remained focused on the issues of

Korea and the potential threat GBFERIZRLONSMEDE Sea of
B%) from Russia to Japanese strategic and economic interests Okhotsk
i ~ ~

(ERR& Y, #2F AI72E2%) in places such as Hokkaido, the Kuril
Islands (the Northern Territories) [dt7A%81], and Sakhalin

(#X) [see map]. Sakhalin

Hokkaido was dekfje;lé)ped to look like other areas of J/a ?%1 6in Kuri ] 1slands

order to prevent ") the Russians from occupying (73 e g

it. FI‘OHII) the 18(70s o)nwards (18708 h ), Jari)};ngse( settlerg Pacific Ocean
started to populate the island (B RZMERMICEFEHLES), and
with US assistance and expertise (7 AJADF BT EFEPIENE), Northern

the Meiji government (BA;AEX(AF) was able to maximise the ; - - L
island’s ful% potential (1ﬁ1ﬁ%+ﬁ2f§"<ﬁffﬁ5), particularly in Hokkaido Territories

the area of agriculture (= ).

With the militarily weaker (BZEHIIZLYEELY) and more EAST CENTRALASIA
vulnerable (f§2Z&+9 M ofz) Koreans however, the Meiji T s
Japanese (BA;EEUAF) began more and more to pressure them (R |
MERADFEELLMEIR) to open up (E%AR<) via numerous naval
displays of force ;2 J1T) over several years. The Japanese
wanted to be in a strong position in Korea, and did not want

another foreign country such as Russia to occupy Korea (4}[E

NDEZAHICEBEDIAFO—)L) [see map].

After a naval skirmish GBE/PN3EYELY) in 1875, Korea
accepted Japanese demands to open Korea to Japanese trade
and to accept the ‘extra-territoriality’ principle (5‘&?%5%1‘&). The
Japanese also agreed to respect Korea’s independence and HiNA R AP AN
sovereignty [EEEDMIIEFHE] (the 1876 Treaty of e

Ganghwa) [ B BB SR EHHREL =],
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Keypoints:

Japan used the behaviour of Western powers (FGEREEE)
as a model (AIfjl&%E45E3E) for its future development
and objectives (B B9).

By the late 1870s, Japan had made significant progress
(BERFNEEBMNHOT-) in its modernization program
GERIET RS S5 L) but is still relatively (LLERIIZ) too
weak to challenge the Western-controlled international

system (EIfEE97ES X7 L) in East Asia.

Japan’s long-term security goals (REEFIBE) included
guaranteeing Japan’s independence (JRIL A DHER) from
outside interference (488D F i) by undoing the Japan-
related ‘unequal treaties’ (FFEZFEHY), and to become the
most powerful country in East Asia.

In comparison to Qing China (FEHHE/IZEEL T), Japan
was very successful in building a strong and centralised
government (FFREHEEZR), which could effectively
manage and supervise its successful modernisation (71T,
{E) and reform programs. This also included the building
of a powerful army and navy (see picture with examples of
Japan’s Meiji era [BA;RBF{X] modernisation).

' Library. of Congress
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The Japanese carried out a pragmatic ((EEEZEHMTH
%) and comprehensive (BIEHIZL) Westernization (F8;¥
{E) and modernization reform program in every major area
of Japanese life (politics, military, economics, and society).
In addition to major military and political reforms, these
changes included the creation of a modern financial and
banking system (REDLITL AT L), rapid
industrialisation (R®7/E L %1k), the building of railways,
architecture, art, fashion, diplomacy, and even hairstyles.

By 1889 Japan had a Western-modelled (78 FREE E (248l
T#H5) constitution (Fj%), and in 1890, the Japanese
parliament [E%] (the Diet) met for the first time (see
picture).

Most Japanese people accepted Westernization (F8;¥4k)
and modernisation (#7{{{L), and remained loyal to (2%
%#/R9) the new and more powerful Japan and the
symbolic leadership of the Meiji Emperor (B8 X E).

By the late 1870s, Japan began to challenge Chinese and
later Russian power in northeast Asia. As we will see the
next class, Korea would be the first battleground (&%1%)
in this power rivalry (/X7 —354/\)L) [see map].
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