Lecture Title: The Collapse of
Imperial China (1895 — 1912) GEE®
AR IE)

China at the End of the 1800s

*  From the end of the Sino-Japanese War (B ;&%) in 1895 until 1900,
debates and discussions (5%&f) took place (T%4>#17=) between Chinese
intellectuals (%138 A ), officials (BUfF B &), and educated citizens (B & &H

) (Who knew about the rise of Japan (HZA®DENE) and the power of

the West (FB;£0MD % 71) over how to prevent China’s complete collapse (&
%) under the weight of foreign power (SFED HDEFEZEZZ(HTL \g).

« In 1895, 1,200 of China’s best young intellectuals ((%0138.\), led by the
scholarly reformer (FRMLGHEHE) Kang Youwei (FREA) signed a
petition (EFEZE#IRHLT-) asking the Qing government (GEEAENAT) to
begin comprehensive reforms (K#E%1T5). They also asked Peking to
reject (¥E.7f%- 33%) the terms of the despised (%,%E'éhf:) Treaty of
Shimonoseki (FEIMDE#Y) of 1895 forced upon (FAL DIF5417=) them by
the Japanese. Corrupt (25%L7z) and conservative-minded ({R5FEIZIDD)
members of the Qing court (;EEFAEIE) provided no positive response (i
Z#2FELAA o1)to the petition (BEFEE).

*  Other Chinese figures (8 7%) such as the Western-educated (FEIDHE %
5171-) revolutionary nationalist (2aZxREZRE &) Sun Yat-sen ($X)
(1866 -1925) (see picture) had tried unsuccessfully (REINIZEHSN1=) to
violently overthrow the Qing government (EZfF%&19") in October 1895.

e As the disintegration (T=[E) of the Qing Empire (G&E) appeared
imminent (FEJ§MDF) in the late 1800s, the young pro-reform (PZEE)R)
Chinese Emperor (£7), Guangxu (£#7) (who reigned GA1#) from
1875 until his death in 1908), wanted to present himself as a strong leader.
He summoned (M&fHL7z) Kang Youwei (RRBE4) to Peking to discuss
plans to start reforms as soon as possible (T=571=1T78<).
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The ‘Hundred Days of Reform’ ([KEXDZE% / HHHE)
(June 11" to September 215t 1898) was a plan to deal with
China’s weaknesses through the immediate implementation
(B EAZEME) of major reforms (EEXLENE). These changes
however caused deep concern (Z{DEZIHERT D) amongst
conservative Qing elites (FRSFRIGFEARE D T —F).

When the pro-reformers (Z{Z£JR) learned that Cixi (FHA&[5)
[see picture] was possibly planning a coup d‘état (7—T 32—)
within the Qing court GEEFAFALE), they decided to act pre-
emptively (5c#|LT) by calling on Yuan Shikai (R1H§])
(1859 — 1916) to use his power as head of the Chinese army (&
#5189 HKIH) to neutralize (F3ILIEF %) any possible
réesistance (X3L) by people loyal to Cixi (FERGICEETH
).

This strategy (¥%R&) backfired (£ H[ZHi7=) however when
Yuan betrayed (Zt]o7fz) the pro-reformers (XCEJRK) by
telling Cixi about the plan. Cixi responded ruthlessly (ZFi{%:
{R#E[EL7z) by putting the young emperor (F£#&7) under
house arrest (EfF), and executing (3EFIF %) some of his
advisers (B1E &) as a warning (R L &) to other people.

With Cixi firmly back in power (BURHENZEELT:), all of
Guangxu’s (Je#&T) pro-reform attempts (BFED KA ) and
legal edicts (E145) were rescinded (Hi[EISh FELT-).
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The Boxer Rebellion (dt;FEEZ) (1899-1901)

In 1898, an intensely (i3 L<) anti-foreign movement (35}
AIEI{A) began to develop in Shandong province (LLUERA).
Members of this group were known as the Boxers (7R%
H— /2B ) (see photo of a group of ‘Boxers’).

Foreigners in China named them ‘Boxers’ (FR7H—)
because of their martial arts (E &) skills and their physical
fitness (RLMAF). In a short period of time (52U HAR),
the Boxers started to carry out (38179 %) increasingly
widespread (£9 £ [5EH24>7=%) and violent attacks
(RABITEHEE) against foreigners, in particular Christian
missionaries ()22 E#EM) and Chinese converts (1)
AMITIRIELI=HREAN).

At first, Cixi (75 KJ5) and the Qing court ;EEFIEE)
were cautiously G¥E. L T) ambivalent (%L VELVE) about
the Boxers. Cixi however was desperate (#5ED) to deal
with (ALt 9 %) China’s problems while simultaneously (3]
B¥(2) preserving (fR7F9 %) her own power. She therefore
decided initially (#]&[2) to secretly support ((MEHMZH

—k 9 %) the Boxers and to hope (&) that their activities
(GEE) were successful.

As the Boxers experienced successes (YERXL7=) against the
foreigners in places such as Shandong (IUE %) and Shanxi
(IL7), the Qing court ;F EFAEASE) started to believe that
perhaps the Boxers could drive the foreigners out (GBL‘H
97) of China. Cixi (P54 ) therefore ordered the Qing army
GCEHEE) to support the Boxers and also declared war (¥
EAIZX L TEFZ &L 7<) on the foreigners in China.
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By June 1900, the Boxer Rebellion (3t;5% %) had spread ([GH
YFELF=)to Peking (JEET) and Tianjin (°K)E) and other areas
between the two cities. Foreigners rushed to (EIF&kI3EREFEL
=) enter the safety of the foreign legation area (§}E /> {EEETD)
within China’s capital (B #R).

At first, foreign countries tried to send reinforcements (3{& %) to
the foreign legation area in Peking. The Boxers however killed
many of the foreign troops who tried to enter the capital and
destroyed the railway lines (S%EB#RZEMIRLELTZ) so that
assistance for the besieged (BEIZL7=4}EN) foreigners could
not arrive by train.

The legation area (9%E A {EEERT) was now under siege (BES
L TLVD) by hostile Chinese forces (BIEIZ) who wanted to kill
all foreigners. Under continuous attack (B %), the foreigners
had to defend their area against the Boxers and Qing soldiers ;&
hETE LRI H— ) and hope that help would arrive from other
countries.

In Shanxi province (LJP§%4), the governor (%01ZE) promised
Christian missionary (!)>2> E ) families in the area that
they would be safe if they accepted his protection (TR DIRE).
Shortly afterwards however, the governor allowed them to be
executed (BEFIT %) (see the Taiyuan Massacre) (AR /EFR). The
massacre (JEFX) of Christian men, women, and children caused

outrage (REDIWYIZkED(F7=) in Europe and North America. e 0/ o e 40, "‘:;‘;%ﬂ.’;.ﬁ.‘... '

Chinese converts (FYJRMRIZIRKLI=HEN) were also killed | 57y, T e
elsewhere (#1357 T), and Christian buildings and living areas LA B, - AV Hudaon
were attacked and desecrated (%< BiFESN -t EE#h) (see
picture =75, HE-IFBEFTEAN ?).

The Boxer:  *“Why don't you shoot?”
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In the West (#&:¥) and in Japan e(_);])le eagerly (AR IEFE2T)
followed the progress (ﬁﬁ’lﬁﬂé%%b ) of a united GE&L
=) army (Eﬁ?’ﬁ of 45,000 international troops (the Eight-Nation
Alliance) (/\# EQE) from Europe, the USA, and Japan. This
force landed (LFELZFELT-) in Tianjin (9&;‘%) in August 1900 and
then fought against the anti-foreign (¥E4VE97%) armed forces (B
£1) in the hope of reaching Peking ((J£5%) to save the people in the
foreign legations (%Eﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁi) from death (see picture).

In July 1900, the US Secretary of State CKEE#KE), John
Hay, sent a message to all the foreign countries with interests (%l
#%) in China asking them to prevent (B5<") the disintegration ET'_'
[E /HHIE) of China to preserve ({R ?Téb) ‘the territorial and
administrative entity of China GEREDNMELEHRETS) For
their own purposes (B & D BHIDT=®H(2), the Americans stated
(E->TULVfz) that the Boxer Rebellion (FL;FZ-Z) had started
without the approval (F&F27EL T) or assistance (3& 8172 L T) of the
Qing government (& EEUR).

In August 1900, the eight-nation alliance (/\»EESE)
succeeded in rescuing the residents of the foreign legation (4} E 4>
fEEE ) in Peking and ended the nearly two month-long (24 H )
siege (B EZEAEE=FELT-) of the area (from June 20™ until August
1451900),

Cixi (FH =), who had supported the Boxers, escaped from Peking
(AEEmEMBHIFELT-) and took refuge (B E#L7-) in Xian (F5Z5).
Afterwards however the foreigners asked Cixi to return to Peking in
January 1902 to resume her position of power (%&@ﬁ$l:§%)

In September 1901, the Qing court (GFEZAEIIE) (with Li
Hongzhang (ZFJBE) as chief negotiator (£ ZE773%3) and the
foreign countries signed the Boxer Protocol (JEFEEREE), which
marked the end of the Boxer Rebellion.
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Cixi (F§A[5) accepts Reform (%)

« After the Boxer Rebellion (dLEFEZ), Cixi (who died in '
1908), finally accepted (FR#ZHIIZEREL TR ITANT:) that
major reforms (F E7%XRE) were needed if Qing China was
going to survive (EEFF& 5 &) (see ‘Boxer Protocol’ [ILEER
EE] signing ceremony photo).

She therefore supported a program of modernization (FR{X{t
7045 .1.) in all the major areas of Chinese life, especially in
the fields of science and education (B}IZFEHB DR F).
Western studies (F%F) were emphasized (EZHRINT-) and |
thousands of Chinese students traveled abroad (BB%L7z), in |
particular to Japan, to learn about the modern world (MT{{1H A

).

* The Chinese army was reformed. The Japanese and Western
armies were used as examples (f51&L T) to be emulated (RS
&MLf-). The Qing court (G EFARALE) also made assurances
({REEL7=) that they would help to write a constitution (%) \'
for China as well as to build a national parliament (E%).

« The key question (EX7%:fE&8) for Cixi and the Qing court in
the years after the Boxer Rebellion was whether or not they had |
enough time to hold off GBSt %) the growing demand (£ §
MDEED) for the end of the imperial system (KZ), and to |
successfully challenge the rising (/5% 4) anti-Qing sentiment |
(R ERIE) in China.
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The Rise of Chinese Nationalism (FEDERFED & 5E) ] ,

‘q; ff;' d

* Chinese nationalism ﬁgredominantly (£l ) antj-Qing (IR | "
;8) Han Chinese (£ K#&) nationalism (AR E ) at first)

developed as a powerful (580 VE4( V) political idea in the late

1800s under the influence (222 1D &) of key nationalist

(EREESE ) leaders such as Sun Yat-sen (Fr30) th_llg s
referred (FE(E4145) as the ‘Father of the Nation (EIZR D T "

). ,{

* One of the first examples of Chinese nationalist action )
included the 1905 boycott (S E[REE) of American products é’)
(CK[E 2 &) in China. This was a mostly student-organized (=
£ FEB®D) boycott, which developed after Chinese students 'y
became outraged by (...IZ##L TLVS) media reports (&)
of anti-Asian (R 77 A) racism (Af&Z 5l against Chinese 7

immigrants (F[E AFZE) to the USA in the early 1900s (see
photo of Chinese nationalist demonstration in the USA).

\
\

/

«  The boycott failed but it symbolized (R4 1) the advent
(H32) of a new and very influential (FZEHDH D)
nationalist movement (ER £ & D ;EE)) in China.

«  Another important component (5%4%3") of the burgeoning (=&

&9 %) Chinese nationalist movement in the early 1900s
was the so-called (LMo D) ‘railway rights protection’
campaign (FkEHEFFREFT Y X—2) (1904 — 1907), which
focused on rivalry (#5#1) between foreigners and Chinese in
relation to (IZBLT) the building and operation GEE) of
China’s railway network (& Rvc7—2).

* The railway campaign failed to secure its objectives (<EXL
1% but did succeed in arousing (£ % %) nationalist sentiment
(BAREZDKIE) in a period of national awakening (EFRE
HOEIH).
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Sun Yat-sen’s (f23X) objective (HHY) was to violently (ELF&ID)
overthrow the Qing regime (BAFZ{EIT), to replace (fXZ D) it
with a republican government (FLFIBE), and then to start the
major reforms (EELHHE) needed to modernize (IRKIET H)
China. His militant (3F8k8973) efforts to bring down ((BUAFZ1E!
97)) the Qing system (XKEfI) however continued to be
unsuccessful (&L 7), including a failed uprising (KEXL 7= & EL)
in Guangzhou (J&aM) in April 1911.

Ultimately (Ex#&B[2), it was the re-igniting (B #X) of the ‘railway
rights protection’ (kB HEFI{RFE v X—2) issue, which started
the chain of events (—#t= D45 ) that caused the outbreak (F4)
of the Xinhai Revolution (% & dn) (October 1911 — February
1912) and resulted in the end of the imperial system (K2 BUE D%
%) in China.

Under the rules (5&f5]) of the Boxer Protocol in 1901 (JERZHBEE),
the Qing government (GHFEBURF) had to pay a huge indemnity (B
{E<) to foreign powers and was under great pressure (£ A% hMF
5N TLVB) to collect money (BEEFEH D).

When a dispute (#34F) after (4J5ES) May 1911 over the planned
(§tEIL7-) nationalization of railway lines (8:EEE (1k))
between Sichuan (PU)[[4) and Guangdong (AR %), the anger (3&
Y% #H$5) amongst local Chinese residents (i JT{¥ ) resulted in
(B &IZ%:5) protests and demonstrations (FiEEIEEN T E) in
many areas of southern China (see picture showing protest areas in
red).
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A military revolt (% R L) against Qing rule GEEIEL
JiF) broke out (F4AL71-) when Peking (1557) ordered
(A5 L7-) its army into Sichuan ((ZUJI]4) to stamp
out (#R 9 %) the protests in August 1911 (see picture
of monument in Chengdu to people killed during the
period of the Railway Protection Movement).

Within a few months (¥4 HLLAIZ), a full-scale
military revolt (2 HE#E4S) against the Qing regime (&
EBURF) had spread (LA > TLVIz) throughout (37
1B LI2) southern China.

The Qing authorities (CHEBUR)), overstretched ({#
(XL 9 F =), and short of funds (BEEMNTRLTLVS),
could not successfully challenge (Bkii 3 5 &M TEE
A TL7-) numerically superior (BRI &L Z L)
anti-government activists (RIBUFF/EEIZ) and therefore
could no longer govern the country (BZ& &5 &EAVH
K15t T=).

During this period of chaes and disorder (#8375 EEL
ERBEFIRE), the Qing Court CEEHEHEHE)
desperately (W3EI2) looked for ways to defeat (B3t 9"
%) the various (& < 73) rebel armies ().
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Peking ;B EEAEAE) asked that the Chinese general (FEE T
B) Yuan Shikai (={#5]) command an army (EDRFE
%) to quash the revolt (&EL’&LJ:T:TZD) in southern China.
Yuan manipulated (B D BRIDT=HIZIEYELTZ) the
situation (4K:5) to reinforce his own power (ZEZHZEFHR1E
9 %) in China.

Sun Yat-sen (#X) returned to China from exile Gi;RD &
T) in December 1911 to establish (FTEFZEHILT ) a
provisional government (EGEFEXAF). Sun was elected
president (K#EFEIZZFE LN T=) of the new government in
January 1912.

However Yuan Shikai (R18/l) was the most powerful (L}5
(XA 71D #H %) leader in China in early 1912. Sun Yat-sen
(23X) was afraid (BN TULVfz) that if Yuan was not
respected (Eﬁﬂléﬁf‘) and rewarded (¥}#>417<) then there
could be a serious split (D5 ) in the new government.
Yuan played a key role (EEE & E|%/ET %) in negotiating
(R % Té;t) the abdication (iRfif) of the last Qing
emperor ;B EEFARBDETS), Pu Yi (B&), (reigned A&
=) from December 2™ 1908 until February 12t 1912) (see
photo of the young Pu Yi (i#4&) — born in 1906).

In March 1912, Sun (#%X) offered (32#tL7-) the job of
President to Yuan Shikai (RTHE]l).

The Qing Dynasty (;& E§H) (1644-1912) and millennia ({f]
F4F) of imperial rule (E£I) in China had come to an end
(#hHoto).

Lecture 3 Presentation Notes 10



Key Points:

The defeat (84dt) of the Boxer Rebellion in 1901 (L&
E %) and the huge indemnity ((B&{&<), which Qing
China (;5 E5H) had to pay to foreign states, had a ve

negative effect (%L\fﬁ%&) on the Qing regime’s (B
E%ZF) ability to govern (ElZ ;88 %) and to fund itself
(R Eﬂ%l:%%ﬁ%UiT). Peking (1L757) was forced to
agree (...Z2ZLTCREZIHE) to another humiliating
t;%eaty (BB %)), the Boxer Protocol (JLEEEEE

).

After previously (BI[IZ) obstructing (BhE T H1T4)
attempts to reform (&), Cixi (@z%ﬁ) (who died in
1908) and the Qing court ;B EEIEH3E) accepted (after
1901) that major c%anges were needed to save the Qing
imperial system (KZ#l). They did not have enough
time however to implement (32319 %) the necessary
changes (L B7RTNER).

The growth in nationalist movements (& Z
and a rise in nationalist sentiment ([EZ A
contributed to (...[ZE#AL7=) the collapse (FRIR) of the
Qing Dynasty ;& E ) in late 1911 and early 1912.

In the years from 1912 and 1928, internal divisions and
rivalries (SR DH15) were a major obstacle (KE7L
FEE) to unifying (—DITFEEHSHCL) and stabilizing
(RE T S &) China. This was particularly true ($5[Z...
[ZETIEXE D) during the Age of the Warlords (15D
BF4X). Foreign countries such as Japan in particular (¥
[2) took advantage (...[ZfFIF3IAATZ) of these divisions
(for example, the Japan and ‘Twenty-One Demands’ (3¢
F#21H%EEK) in 1915).
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