China — the onset (B$58) of a
‘Century of Humiliation’ [ B2 ) i

#21 (from the 1830s until 1895)

From the early 1830s onwards, private British
businessmen in China, and the UK government, started
to place greater pressure on the Qing Chinese
authorities CEEAHFEENTF) to agree to an equitable
commercial treaty (AFLEEZMTE). In 1834, the
British government sent Lord Napier (BEBR1E7)
to Guangzhou to negotiate (X% %) trading rights
(ER51#€) with the Qing Chinese. As with attempts in
the past (in 1793 and 1816), this mission ({#&i[) also
failed.

Napier and his team of negotiators (3453 ) however
persisted (EZFEL7-) with their demands (FE), and
the Chinese punished (£]L7z) the British by stopping
trade with the UK and later cutting off supplies ({£#a
%EMT9 5) to the UK’s trading post in Guangzhou
(I (see map).

The British felt humiliated (JEE%™L1-), and UK
merchants (B.A) continued to pressure (J£ZEHF
%) their government to send a large naval force (KifE
FEfEPX) to intimidate () the Chinese and to open
the country to increased trade.
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The First Opium War (1839 - 1842) SHTRONAAL A9 1y
[E—RT~VH% SN0 2N leamnd | & totoin
In 1838, the Qing Emperor (£7) decided to enforce (it R 4] a1 Lt ”” W// /4
79 %) a ban (Z1k) on the sale and use of opium (7 ke | d 7 0

). ; '

Despite this (and earlier efforts), the number of addicts (F7
#3) and the amount of opium being illegally smuggled
(Z#LT-) from British India (RfEAF) in particular,
into China continued to increase.

This created a negative balance of trade (BEZ DY AT R
MD¥% =) problem for the Qing government and a loss of
revenue (XA DiF L) for Peking.

Despite the ban (Z1k) in 1838, Chinese and European
merchants (B .A), especially British merchants, and
corrupt (FEEE D E) Qing officials made a fortune (E%
2 Vf=) from smuggling (¥ 9 %) the drug into China.

The illegal opium trade became a serious threat GRZIEE
B)to China’s political, social, and financial systems (see
picture of an opium house in China).

In an attempt to seriously address (E&I|(ZERYHHT) the
problem, the emperor sent Lin Zexu (FREIER) as an
imperial commissioner (EF®DEKE) to Guangzhou
(I&JM)to end the opium trade (FPAVE5F).
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One of Lin’s first demands (&) was that the opium
merchants (7N A) surrender (5/Z&9) all their
opium supplies without compensation (#E{ET) (see
picture of Lin and the Chinese destroying the British
opium — ‘foreign mud’ - SFEDEL).

The British traders (EE®DMKL—4—) were then
allowed to flee (Et%£9 %) to Macao(¥ A7 )but the
Portuguese (7RJLE/ )L N) forced them out (L5 B
%), and they then had to struggle to survive (£=5%%
f=I1ZHH V=) in Hong Kong (Fi#).

Lin expected the British to respond (FIGIZHAFFLT-)
and therefore set up military defences (BAfETDEHZEL
=) and waited for the British to return for revenge.

The UK business community at home and in China
demanded that the government support a military

mission to avenge ({£3RL 9 %)the treatment of British
citizens (/1 XY XAHR) and interests (F)%%).

In June 1840, this fleet GE&#EFX) arrived at the mouth
of the Pearl River (¥k;T) near Guangzhou (Ji= ).

Qing China’s military defences expected that the British
would travel to Guangzhou but the British left only 4

ships to blockade (HEEHEREX) the Pearl River.

From i Painting) By . N, Buriew,

COMMISSIONER LIN DESTROYING CHESTS OF OPIUM

Tao Kuang, who secceeded hia ather, Chin Chi'ng. to the Chinese theone, followed his predecessor’s example and treated Beitish

merchants with contemat,  He encournged the injudicious nction of the great patnot, Commissioner Lin, who destroyed 281 chests of

Hitioh opium and thus brought about the Opiem War, which ended in the cesvion of Hoag Kong to Britain. The British, who had
a monogoly in the Indian opium teade, had ignored the edicts which prokibited the mle of the injsrioss product in China

Lecture 2 Class Presentation Notes 3



They then continued north to blockade (£} 5 &R
fX) the port of Ningbo(IFRTEDEK™), to
capture Zhoushan island at the entrance of
China’s most important river, the Yangtze
river (]=2iL) (see map).

The Qing government was afraid that the UK
ships might travel to Peking (JL%7), and attack
1t.

Under pressure (F#9 &> Q), the Chinese
therefore decided to negotiate(3i$59 %) an
agreement with the British and to end
hostilities (f£8) (note the term ‘Gunboat
Diplomacy (faff443Z)’.)

An agreement in January 1841 allowed the UK
to trade again in Guangzhou (&) and_for the
Qing government to compensate(#f3) the
British for the opium destroyed by Lin in 1839.
The island of Hong Kong was also given to the
UK following British demands.

From August 1841 to August 1842, the British
and the Chinese continued to fight a war after
the British rejected the January 1841

agreement, and asked for more concessions (¥
*é) from Peking (L ZR).
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The ‘Treaty of Nanking (or

Nanjing)’ (FATRE#Y)in 1842

e As a result of this war, the Chinese were also forced to
accept the terms of the so-called ‘Treaty of Nanking (or

Nanjing) (BAEEEEH]) > in 1842 (see picture).

1. the Chinese would open five ports to British trade,

British residents, and British consulates (FHZEfE),

2. a fairGAIE7ZL) and regular tariff (—3E DREEFR)
(charge/tax) on imports and exports was promised,

3. the British would be treated (%9 %)as equals with
the Chinese in diplomatic affairs (5} EX) .

The Treaty of Nanking represented the first of a number of
‘unequal treaties’ (FFFLGFEHIFIE) imposed upon (7=
ESM 1) China, and the beginning of China’s ‘century of
humiliation’ (JEED{H#17).

* The British also demanded that they would receive “the
most-favoured nation status (FxEESFER).

* Another concession was that of ‘extra-territoriality

BINVEE) .
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China’s Domestic Difficulties
(FEEROEFIR)

Defeat in the First Opium War had seriously
undermined (;LILA/12) the authority and prestige of
the ‘Manchu G M A D B Z

%)’ Qing government in the
eyes of the Chinese people.

INNER MONGOLIA

Scattered ([F5FE<) Muslim revolts (R EL) against
Peking regularly took place in different Muslim-
populated( f RS LBFEDEFEDLVD) areas.

The Nian rebellion (1851 — 1868) (with a death-toll (3
=& 0 of 100,000 people) also undermined Peking’s
ability to control and govern China.

The dykes(E£=F) of the Yellow River (Z:a]) broke
three times between 1841 and 1843 flooding tens of
thousands of farming land and killing millions of people
as a result of food shortage and famine (BJL£%) .

The Lower Yangzte river also broke its banks in 1849
and created the worst floods in China for the last 100
years.

| Rebellions and forelgn

The population of Qing China continued to rise but e
farmland size remained the same - placing pressure on ‘
food supplies.

the quasi-Christian ($7ERERIZEF1) X)) inspired

Taiping Rebellion (KEXEDHE,) (1851-1864), .
seriously undermined the ability of the Qing government ..
to control and govern the vast Chinese empire. -
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The Second Opium War (1856 —
1860)
(BEZRTAVESE)

By the late 1850s, the British and also the French and
the Americans began to push again for extra

concessions (ERFE I DIFIE) .

In late 1857, the British and the French attacked (&
EETTAIFBEL)and captured Guangzhou (/i
JNZ S HELT2). They also approached Tianjin and

tLlj;:Ln)prepared to attack Peking (It RENEZ % (i

The Chinese Emperor felt that he had no choice but
to agree to sign a new treaty (BTLUL\EHIZH A
[Z[BIE 9 %)in June 1858 to prevent the British and
the French from attacking the capital city. As a result,
the Chinese were forced to sign another treaty - the

1858 Treaty of Tientsin (K;E5#Y)(in the city of
Tianjin 35;% A (see picture).

to open eleven new treaty ports, foreigners and
Christian missionaries ( %'é A Fﬁﬂ)_ﬁ'%ﬂm =5)
would also be allowed (528 %) to travel anywhere
within China, the import of opium was made
legal (BiERIIC D<M =), the Chinese Emperor
had to accept the presence of foreign (9} [E A D &L
7£) ambassadors (K{#) and foreign embassies (X

{%288) in Peking (4L 7).
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When Western representatives (F5ER D £ 3%
#) returned in 1859 to attempt to ratify (ZKER
9°%) the 1858 Treaty of Tientsin (Tianjin), the
Chinese chose not to discuss the demands made

by foreigners.

In 1860, Anglo-French (724 AJLUF) ||

forces returned to the area with a much larger &
fleet (MEFX) and nearly 20,000 men. On that |SEEES
occasion (HH3EZE), the foreigners were able to = ¥t i
attack Peking. | !

o

As a warning(Z45), the British ordered the :'.' (-.n,,.)
destruction (&) of the Emperor’s Old | i 1, AN
Summer Palace(ABAEI(ZAHWZA) I
outside Peking (see picture).

the Chinese Emperor was forced to finally ratify (s ,
the 1858 Treaty of Tientsin (Tianjin -K;ESFA7) 8 )
and to make further concessions via([Z&>T/Z# 0

1% 97+(Z) another unequal treaty (H|DAFEEF l.‘ ‘
77%%9)- the Convention of Peking (dtFHZEK = 7 W
#3) of October 24 1860. . R

fam

"M,

r-
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The Self-Strengthening
Movement [JEFE S]] (1861 —
1895)

Even though most of the Chinese elite [ [E
M I')—F] still held conservative ({R=FHY
%) and Confucian values (FLFD E %), by
1860 they understood that change was
necessary to prevent the Qing Empire from
being further weakened.

The conservative members of the elite

however were worried that too much change
in the political system (BUSHHE) could
result in a loss of power (BUARITSLE

DIET).

The need for change and reform of the
Chinese economic and military systems
inspired (B{eL7z) the ‘Self-
Strengthening Movement [;¥ 7518 5f)
(1861 — 1895).’

This  aimed to help China to become
stronger by modernising (31{X1£9 %) and
then resisting (Rxf9 %) foreign
interference (§}E D F4). (see photo of
the Foochow Arsenal -f@ M fREUD).
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As early as 1860, the scholar (%) Feng Gui-

fen had written proposals (I45#25) calling
for the Chinese government to ‘self-strengthen

(B 2581t)’ by building arsenals (FEEED T
1%) and ship-yards G&MaFT) in every major
port (FZE7Z#) in China, by inviting Western
experts (A—BY/NETAJIDEMRK) to
teach Western skills and languages, and by
encouraging the learning of Western knowledge
in areas such as engineering and science.

Feng argued ‘We must discover means [J3i%] to
become their equal’. These ideas influenced (2
%% 52 (171-) senior pro-reform (I4#JK) Qing
officials (2 &) such as Li Hongzhang (ZjB
%) and later Prince Gong (Yixin) (ZS88EZE
), a co-regent (£ [EHE) and leading figure
(ERTE A 73—) of the Qing court (& EFAFA
3Z) (see photo).

The Chinese were also influenced by (F2&% 5%
[+7-) Japan’s decision to start modernization
and reform programmes (IR{bEHETOS
< 1) in the same period.
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 In the first two decades of the self-strengthening
movement, the pro-reformers (Z{*)X) were helped
by the fact that Prince Gong (#5#1 £ ZE5fT) was still in
a powerful position in Peking (see photo of Nanjing
Jinling Arsenal (FE/EE D Ti5) — built in 1865).

e Their modernization programs (LTI SL)
however experienced numerous problems (%< D E /
%8 52 ) which included:

i

|
. |
,',::frlzl'p;i»' o
"w-t«tz,.;-n '

1. rivalries (Xt3LBE{%) for power and disagreements
between pragmatic reformists (f{=)K) and
traditional conservatives (f&5FiK) within the Qing
ruling classes (ZBoF&#R).

LRI

2. the military defence programs (BEE[FETOT 5.L)
were very expensive and took a lot of money from the

country’s available government revenue (& A).

3. bad co-ordination (FFFAMEZRLVZ) between the
central government in Peking and powerful regional (it

15 M) leaders.

4. Nepotism (#F#8#%F)and corruption (JEEX) were
widespread ([REIFH(Z4>71=5).
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The Late 19t Century (191#2 {2 £1)
Intrigues (f£E%) of the Empress Dowager

(B X&) Cixi (Tz’u-his) (F&E)

By 1861, she had been made a regent (#£E) in the Qing court GEE
EABH3E) (see photo).

Cixi’s political beliefs (BAHY(S7&) were very conservative (FRSFHY |

73), anti-foreign (xenophobic -4} E AL VD), and anti-reform (54 k

), especially in terms of (IZBJL T) Qing China’s political system. %\
*.”OA

In 1873, her term of regency ({EHi) came to an end when the
Emperor Hsien-feng’s son, Tongzhi (&%), (also Cixi’s son)
reached 18 years of age and became Emperor (7).

However the suspicious (F27F) deaths of Tongzhi and his pregnant §
wife in the mid-1870s removed two serious rivals QADTA7\JL) to |
her power.

Cixi then succeeded (B ZAL 1<), in making sure that her three year old
nephew Guangxu (Kuang-hsu) (¥#&7)became Emperor in 1875.

Cixi once again became a regent (EE).

By the end of 1875, Cixi’s only real remaining rival (ME— D54 7\)L)
was Prince Gong (831 EZE5).

Lecture 2 Class Presentation Notes 12



After 1875, it therefore suited Cixi’s personal
ambitions (FAF|Z X %) and her political beliefs (Y
JEHY{Z72)) to undermine (&) Prince Gong (8%
F ZEER). One way to do this was to win the support
of conservatives and Prince Gong’s rivals within the
Qing ruling elite and to argue increasingly against
(R *¥9 %) reform and change.

By 1884, Prince Gong was politically isolated (X
SBRYIZPNSILTULM =) in a conservative-minded
(R=FEIZRID D) court, and Cixi finally succeeded in
sacking him (B [Z7Eo7-).

China was defeated (BX4tL7=) in 1885 in a war
with France over North Vietnam. As a result, they
were also forced to sign another humiliating (&2
B975) treaty ‘the Second Treaty of

Tientsin’ (Tianjin) (5 = RXKZEE#£)) in June 1885.

By the 1880s, the self-strengthening movement (£
FEF))had lost momentum (&KFELT-)and its
supporters were weakened (B7R—42—([L55H BN
EL7=) (note the photo of the ‘Marble Boat’ (KIH
A ®DAR—F) in the Summer Palace (FIBAE (R A
LVZ A) outside Beijing).
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Keypoints:

By the late 1800s, China, once the most powerful state in East
Asia, has been repeatedly humiliated (JEE% 52 177=) and still
remained at the mercy of (. . DZEFMFEZFIZ) foreign
countries.

After the First and Second Opium Wars (P ANE{S) and a
series of ‘unequal treaties’(%zlzg%ﬁt'\]%ﬁ?“), the Chinese
elite realized that reform and change was needed to prevent
(FBE>) the further loss of China’s sovereignty and power ([E

RDEEICHT DRETH).

Factional and court divisions Lﬁ.iﬁ??ﬁﬂ@?ﬁ%) between
conservatives and reformers ({R5F 58 EEIIK), opposition to
political reform (& & *¥), the influence of Cixi g%,;e ,
corruption (f&BX), administrative inefficiency (& IEIEFNE
%), regionalism (s ), and xenophobia (§}E ABELY
?M) all contributed to an ultimately disappointing ‘self-
strengthening movement’ (¥ #5:E f) by the late 1800s.

By the late 1800s / early 1900s, opposition (*1) to the
corrupt and inefficient (Eg?ébs (23 F-75LY) Qing regime
(Bt#€) had increased. Political, nationalist, and
revolutionary organizations(BGAFK, ER T & DM, 2
an#H#%) in China began to call for major political reforms and
for the end of the imperial system (fzﬂ%ﬁ)).

The ‘Century of Humiliation’ (JEE D t##c) had a profound
effect (EREZNE) on China’s worldview ('Iﬁﬁiﬁ) and
perception (F2&%) of the international system in the twentieth
century gl 900s) (201H#Z) (see photo of the ‘Forbidden
Palace’ (% £3k) in Beijing).
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