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The Cold War in East Asia

By September 1945, defeated Japan wmasuins and the United States was the
predominant outside power in East Asia and over the watérthe Pacific Ocean.
When the war officially endedn September™ 1945with JapanOs formsilirrender
onboard theUSS Missouri in Tokyo Bagythe European powers who chance
dominated the region had been severely weakened by thelhampeoples wino

they had oncelominated had also use the war years to firsnobilize against the
Japanese, antien later the Europeans who sought to regain their coldniseame

cases, the Japanese authoritso provided formerEuropean colonies such as
Cambodiaand Vietnam withnominal independence via puppet regimes loyal to
Japan. As such, bylate 1945, former colonies in East Asia had witnessed the
expulsionof their white colonial masters by a raite and Asian power, Japasnd

had tasted freedom in the weeks and months after JapanOs.deféhis weekOs
class, one of the issues that we will discuss is the struggle between the European
imperial powers (Great Britain, Fran@nd the Netherlands) and the colonies, which
the Europeans wigld to regain (for example Indonesia, Malaysia, and Vietnam). We
will also see how these struggles got caught up in the wider battle between communist
and norcommunist forces, the smlledCold War (19451991)

The Americanhistorian and writer, Gar Alprovitz, once said that thetomic bomb

that was dropped on Hiroshima on Augu8ti®45 was the first st of the Cold War
(see Cohen, 200370). Alperovitz was referring to the American understanding that
once the war with Japan had ended, the gstdireat to the US and its interests
would be the Soviet Union and the spread of communiBhis related to the



controversial argument that a key objective tife atomic bombings was not only
Japai¥s defeat but also to seagea warning to the Sovietsnde the leadership of
Joseph Stalimot to challeng@émerican power in Asiafter 1945.

During the Second World War, and particularly in the months before the war ended,
the Allied powers (the USA, the UK, the USSR, China, and France) signed treaties
and made agreements for the purposes of shaping the post-war world and if possible
ensuring peace. In particular, the Yalta Conference (February 1945) and the
Potsdam Conference (July 1945) had a major influence on East Asia affairs. Tdsk
of stabilizing and rebuilding East Asiewever was all the more difficult due to the
major changes that had taken place in the region since the 193@r one, the former
European colonial powers were |dfattered and weakened byhe war. Their
attemptsto regain control of colaal territories tempordly lost during the Second
World War werehampered as a resultThe global balance of powéad also been
significantly alteredwith the norcommunist US and the communist US&Rerging
as the worldOs two leading and competimuerpowers East Asia wasafter 1945 a
type of ideological battleground wherethe communisbloc and the noaRcommunist
bloc fought each other, oftevia proxy wars, most notably in places like Korea and
Vietnam. The OCold Waréruggle for influence, power, and the maintenance of their
political, economic, and strategic interests would tbe defining feature of
international relations from the warOs end in 1945 timstifall of the Berlin Wall in
1989 and the collapse of the USSEn 1991

After Nazi Germany was defeated in May 1945, the United Stmtesits non
communist alliesvere eager to end the war in Asia as soon as possible before the
communist USSR could establish a stroagd permanentnilitary and political
presence in the regioWashington however still needed MoscowOs inetpeating a
second front along the USSR’s eastern border in order to weaken Japargbslity to
continue fightingand thus force Tokyo to surrende®ne of the agreements nead
during the Potsdam Conference in July 194&swhat the Soviet Union would
formally declare walgainst Japafin violation of the JapafrSoviet NonAggression

Pact of April 1941)within three months fothe end of the Second World War
Europe (May8" 1945). On August 8" 1945 Stalin and the Soviets honored their
pledge and then sent hundreds of thousands of its soldiers across the border into
Manchuria where theyrecked havocupon the Japanese forces within the area.
Moscow also used theffensiveto defend its interests in Manchuria and to recover
territories lost by Imperial Russia (1721 to 1917) to Japan as a result of the Russo
Japanese War (19@1905). Sovieforcesaso succeeded in advancing further east
and liberating most ahe Korean Peansula fom Japanese occupatioithe Soviets

also crossethe 38" parallel, or the agres dividing line, between the USSR and US
controlled occupation zonas Korea. This division of Koreawas supposed to be

only a temporary arrangement until the major powers could reachs&nsuon the

type of national Korean government that would run the coultogcow honored its
agreemergwith the US, which were madat the PotsdamConferencedo withdraw its

armies north of the 38" parallel after the American military arrived on the peninsula

on September 8" 1945. The Korean political elite, who had suffered for decades under
Japanese occupation, was horrified to learn that their country was to be partitioned

into zones Of occupation. They grew concerned ttia assurance given in th&airo
Declaration (signedin November 19430 which the Allied powers agreed to support
the creation of a free and independent Koseauld fall victim to the intensifying



postwar ideological struggle between the Americans and the Soviets

The short-lived @eopleOs Republiof KoreaOwhich wasled by Yo Un-hyoung,

was aprovisional government, which tried to maintain KoreaOs unity, and where
possible, to create a new Korea that could surundependently of US or Soviet
interference. Yo howevewas ignored by both powers, and his objectives failed.

Korean exiles based in Chongqing in China had also attempted to form a provisional
government for Korea. This endeavor however was also brushed aside by the Soviets

and the Americans who focused on a plan to place the peninsula under the
trusteeship of the newly establishednited Nations. The political vacuum created

by the lack of a strong and unified government for all of Korea was exploited by
right-wingers below the 38parallel (in the south) and by communists above tffe 38
parallel (in the north). Communists appealed to MoscowW annrcommunists
appealed to Washington for financial aid and other forms of support. As Cohen notes,
(ncreasingly, in the months following JapanOs surrender, the Soviet Union and the
United States perceived each other as potensidiersaries with enormous
ramifications for the peoples of East Asia. Koreans and Chinese began to look to one
or another of those great powers to achieve their own politindk linking their own

civil strife to the growingenmity between the Americans and the/i®ts. Questions of
freedom, independence, and power for the peoples of the region becaraehedn

the emerging Cold War. Not even the states of Southeast Asia, long subject to other
masters, could avoid these new shadd\{@ohen, 2000: 362).

Decolonizationin SoutheastAsia

When World War Tweended in September 1945, WashingtonOs priority lay not with
the relatively weadr states of Southeast Asia but rather China and then Japan. The
weak condition of the European powers also provided the US with a unique
opportuniy to cultivate its businss interestsn the region particularlyin the huge
Chinese marketplaceWith Japan,the number one concern was removing any
possibility that militarists might try to regain control of the coyrnd to lead Japan

to war againThe occupation of Japan from 1945 until 19B@refore initially set out

to fulfill two goals B to demilitarize and to democratize the country.To the
frustration of colonial European powers such as Great Britain, France, and the
Netherlands, the worldOs new global leadersptiséwar democratic US and the
communst USSR both shared a determireat initially idealistic commitment to
endng imperialism around the world. This shared view complemented the core tenets
of both democracy and communism. Washington and Moscow regarded themselves as
standard-bearers for these political ideologies, but both disagreed on the methods
needed to end imperialisnindeed, throughout the Cold War, there wasple
evidence of the Americans and the Soviets sacrificing their ideological principles
whenever they clashed with the more important goal of defeating their Cold War
enemies. The US support for colonial French in Vietrimiore 1954vas a classic
example of theselectiveembrace of democracy and amtiperialism.World War Two

had dealt a blow to the prestige and honoEofopeOs colonial powers, despite the
fact that they were on the winning side at the warOs end. Feeling like junior players
when compared to the USSR and the USA, the British, the French, and the Dutch, all
resolved torestore their status as major powarsl to reclaim valuable interests by
retaking the East Asian colonies that they had biegndgedfrom by the Japanese in



the 1942 to 1945 periodlVith the Ameicans and the British, political disagreements
over the question of UK colonies wermpered by the death of President Roosevelt
(an ardent andimperialist) in April 1945, and the election of a lefing antk
imperidist Labour government in the UK in July 194Bespite this, at the war end in
September 1945, tHeuropean powereemained commiétd to retakingheir colonial
possessionsiareas such dsrench Indochina (including Vietham Cambodia, and
Laog, the Dutch East Indie@ndonesia), and British Malayahé Malay Peninsula
and Singaporeb a large part of modern MalaygiaFor the French a major
consideration waghe restoration of French hono and imperial gloryafter a
humiliating defeat and then occupation by Nazi Germdumyng World War Two.
They were also pressured into action by powerful French elites with interests in
Indochina.Consideration for theegativedomino effect of an independent Indochina

on the French Empire in Africa, partlady North Africa,was amother key element in
ParisO determination to retakelochina. The task of regaining these territories
however would be much more difficult than expected and would soon become
entangled in the wider struggle beten communist and nemommunist forces.
Much had chaged since the 1930s, and retefiberated countriessuch as Vietnam
were unwilling to give up theinard-won freedom without a fightln Indonesia (led

by Sukarno who hadcollaborated with the Japanese) and in Vietnam (ledHay Chi

Minh who had fought against the Japandseexample nationalists andommunists

who had played a central role in the liberation of their countries declared their
independence from their former colonial masters.

After 1945, the British imagined that they could return to their former colonies in
Malaya and Burmaas if notling had changed in the pafiur years, and as if
nationalist preiberation groups had not developed in those territolreshe Dutch
East Indies (Indones) the Netherlanddispatched government officials to enforce
Dutch law They evenwent as far asusing captured Japanese soldiers to help
reassertHolland®s power in the urban centers that had bémsd $8y Sukarno and
his proindependencédorces. In southern Vietnam, the Frendgnored Viet Minh
officials (members of a popularly supported commurastd preindependence
organization)and put French government officials in their plags.Cohen contends,
Ghe determination of the Europeans to restoresthéus quo anteinderestimatedhe
determination of the nationalist leaders to maintain their independn&@ohen,
2001: 363).In the years immediately after 1945, the Bhtistarted to reluctantly
concede that maintaing its extensive empire in an age of amtperialismand antk
communism was not financially militarily, or ideologically feasible With
communism spreadinthroughout the world, ibecame more difficult to defend the
continuedholding of coloniedy foreign powersgainst the expressedshes of their
inhabitants. In contrast to the Dutch and the French, the British appeagrddoally
accept their new role as junior partner to the UnBtades.

Burma

Following a campaign by nationalista Burmg who were led by Aung Sa(the
father of Aung San Suu Kyiji)the leftwing Labour Partycontrolled government
initiated the first steps towards Burmeselependence in January 1948§. 1947, he
British hadalsoalready decided that India, Othe jewel ifBmitish] crown® would be
permitted to become andapenént nation.After that holding on to Burma was



deemel unnecessary and impracticdlhe Burmese independence leader Aung San
was assassinatedy his political rivals in July 194But his death did not interfere
with the comtryOs path to freedom. On Jagyuflt 1948, Burma officially became an
independenstate. Unfortunately for the Burmese people, the years af8di8were
onesmarked by communist andeparatistled domestic political violencas well as
selfimposedisolation from the outside world.

Malaysia

The Briish withdrawal from Malaya was a much more complicated affair due
primarily to ethnic tensions between thenative Malay (about 50% of the total
population)andthe ChineseMalay (about 40% of the total populatioopmmunities

in the regionBefore the dpanese occupation of Malaya from 1942 to 19%4&re was

not a strong sense of national iden@yongst the native Malay®uring the war
howeve the Japanese army and administratorsuémiced and encouragesmhti-
Chinese sentiments within the Malay community. Adttidian sentiment(Indians
made p about 10% of the population) also increased in this pefi®ad. resulof this
ethnically centered nationalistiervor, the Malays developed a stronger sen$
national identity. This sentimentwas clearly illustrated in the piiadependence
slogan OMalaya for the MalayBhe UK government proposed creating a mewlti -
ethnic state consisting of a number of tradi# geographicalunits. This proposal
howeverwasrejected ly the Malaymajority . The Malays feared that such a change
to undermine the power of traditional Malay rulers gneht too much poweto the

large Chine® minority . Singapore, a ggraphically Malaycity with alarge Chinese
majority was alsoseparated from the futureF@deration of Malay&), which was
createdn February 1948. The British also guaranteed that the majority Malays would
be givenspecial statusunder tte law in the newstate 1948 however also witnessed
the outbreak of a ajor comnunistled revolt (seehe Malayan Emergencyfrom

1948 to 1960), involving mostly Chinese Malayebels The insurrection was
contained within eighteen months but communist fighters continued to threaten the
stability of the new state until 1960 when they were defeated. Indeed the fight against
communist forces within Malaysia would continue at different levels of inteasttly

the Cold War ended in the late 198Ascombination of a Moscow8upported strategy

of extending communism into Sougtast Asia as well as genuine grievances amongst
the localChinese Malaycommunity about the makgp of the new natioand antt
Chine® legislation appear to have been the primary motivations for the rebellion.
The instability caused by the revolt meant that it was not until 1957 that Malaya
became an indepenadlestate. It later became Malaysia in 19681959, Singapore
became aelf-governing city-state.

Indonesia

Unlike the Britishthe Dutchstubbornly refused to acknowledte winds of change

in East Asia. They werenwilling to relinquish control of the Dtch East Indies
(Indonesia).This refusalwas largely due tgsychologicaland economic reasons.
Having been invaded, occupied, and humiliated by Nazi Germany during the Second
World War in Europe (1939945), the Dutch were eager to restore their traditional
prestigeand status as a colonial and imperial power. Dateh East Indies were also



of major economic importande the welkbeing of HollandOs economét the end of
World War Two, the British &d encouraged talks between Indonesian nationalists (led
by Sukarno)and the Dutclgovernment for the purposes ofding a middle ground
between the two groupsThe Netherland$acked themeansboth finartially and
militarily necesary to crush the Indonesian independence movement that had
deweloped during the war yearBy November 1946, the Dutch and theldnesians
held talks, which resulted in Holland acceptohg facto Indonesian control over the
two largest islands in the Indonesiarchipelago, Java andSumatra.ln July 1947
however the Dutch hadecond thoughtsabout the earlier agreement and commenced
a ful-scale attack on Sukarno and his forcBise Indonesians had no option but to
retreat into the countrysidendto continue their resistance to Dutch rule from there
In response, the newly formed United Nations (UN) antitsed Nations Security
Council (UNSC) demanded ceasefire. The request was acceptedt fighting and
skirmishesbetween the old colonial mass and théndonesians persisted for another
two years(seethe Indonesian National Revolutionfrom 1945 to 1949)Sukarno

and his supporters expected Washington to support them in their struggle against
imperialism and colonialism. The United States however remaineeccommittal.
AmericaOgriorities lay inrebuilding postwar Europe ad maintaining positive ties
with the Dutch government in Hollan@ihe USSR tried to leave its own mark on the
postwar Indonesia by dispatching a Mosctnained Indonesian communist to the
region toinstigate a communistuprising in September 1948. This attempt failed
however followirg a decisive and successful Sukaled campaign to crush itThe
interference of the USSR and the display of SukarnoOs strongomntiunist
credentialsbothalerted and impressed the United States. In December 1948, Holland
once again tried to reassets power over Indonesia and succeedadcapturing
Sukarno and most of his regimeOs senior leaders. On this occasion however, the
Americans rallied to support Sukarno byngsits influence within the UN tdraft
motions requesting an end to hostilitiethe release of Sukarno atite Indonesian
government, and cruciallyhe tansfer of sovereigntio Indonesia no later than July
5™ 1950.The Dutch, feeling diplomatically isolated and conscious of the wider war
against communism in Europe amind the worldyelented andlater recognized
Indonesian independence. The United States of Indomese officially proclaimed

and internationally recognized in December 1949.

Vietham

French intransigence over Indochina ificluding Vietham Camiwdia and Laoy
reallted in a much more brutal and protracted conflith tragic resuk for the
people of the regianEven before the Second WiriWar had ended, the French
wartime leader Charles d&aulle had stated that (in January 1944) that Indochina
would not be permitted to become independent. He did suggest however that the
colony would be able to enjoy a higher levepofitical autonomy within the French
Empire The Frenchthough weakened by theowd war, had considerably more
resources and personnel than the Dutch and were determined to keeglothedir
empire togetherat all costs From the US perspective, despite earlipositive
relations between the communist Viethamese forces and Washingesa was a
strong belief, particularly within the US military, that French control of Vietham
would be better for American strategic interests than communist control of the
country. The Viethamese leader Ho Gkinh had also been educatedMoscow, and



the US feared thallegiances that he might make and the strategies that he could
adopt for possible communist expansion in Saaht Asia.An initial American
commitment to end imperialis@fter the Second World Wahus gradually became
less importanthan the greater perceived threat posedc@ymunism.Ho and his
forces thus could not count on American assistam®.Cohen observes,InO
Indochina, where the leading nationalist walso the leadingcommunisfHo Chi
Minh], the Americans first mutetheir criticism of French imperialism, then
supported it, and ultimately replace®i{Cohen, 2001: 369he nationalisted KMT
Chinese governmenivho were at that time engaged in the final stage lftar civil

war with MaoOs communists (194850),also viewed Ho and his forces as a threat
and an ideological enem@hiang Kaishek also signed a treaty with Paris, and agreed
to the French reccupation of Vietnam after World War Twbhe situation therefore
appeared at first favorable to the Frenclihey planned their return to ruling French
Indochina.Major French forces gradually began to reoccupy Vietnam in the months
after World War Two By March 1946, they had formally commeddéeir retaking

of the country. By the end of 1946, the French dasted the Viet Minh communists
from their positions of power, and hadaecupied and controlled most of the country.

In the otherformer Indochina territdes, Cambodia and Lapthe French negotiated

an agreement with the rulers of those countries vidyetee Cambodians and the
Laotians would receivaegreater autonomy in return for thegreed presence and
supervision of a French governor in their respective countries. Diplomatically an
politically isolated Ho Chi Minhhadaccepted an agreemt in March1946 in which
France seemetb recognize Vietham as a sovereign statereturn for Vietnam
becoming a member nation of an Indochineskeration that would remain a part of

the French EmpireFollowing this vague understandinthe Viet Minh permitted
French soldiers to be statexh in Hanoi in northern Vietham. Under an agreement
drafted by the major Allied powers, nationalist KMT Chinese troops had temporarily
occupied the area immediately after the war to fill the power vacuum left by JapanOs
defeat. The Bitish army had held contradf soutlern Vietnam in preparation for
FranceOs later return.

Within a matter of monthafter March 194@however, the Vietnamese realized that
the French were planning to try asdmpletely recontrol the country asolonial
masters This was unacceptabte the recently liberated Vietnamese. By the end of
1946, the French and the Viethamese were engagea fullscale colonial onflict
(seethe First Indochina War from December 1946 to August 19594 One of the
tragedes of VietnamQsgitimate call for independence was that it wasight up in

the worsening global struggle betwemsmmunist and noitommunist forcesAs the
war gyainst Franceaged on the French installed a puppet regimé¢hi@ southern city

of Saigon (VietnamOs largest Yityder the formeViethamese emper@ao Dai in
1949 (see the State of Vietnam (centered in South Vietnam) from 1949 to k955)
geopolitical terms, by this stage, Chiang KetiekOs nationalists hadbealefeated in
the Chinese civil warand thePeopleOs Republic of Chifile PRC)had been
declared by Mao Zedon@n 1949) The Chinese communists could now dedicate
more time to send aid and assistance to the Viethamese communists fighting the
French sath of ChinaOs border



The Philippines

In comparison toBurma, Indonesia,Malaysia, and Vietnam,the Philippines had
arguably the smoothest transititom colony to sovereign state. The 4déntrolled
territory had been assured by Washington that it would be granted its indepeinte
1946. The Americans horexd their promiseand m July 4" 1946, the Republic of the
Philippines(the ROR was officialy establishedThough officially independent, the
Philippineswas in reality eguasi-colony due to its helpless economic situation after
World War Two, and its dependence upon Washington for continued funding and
military protection. The US also appreeithe benefit of the countryOs locatam

the Western Pacific. Under ninetyne year leaseagreementsthe American kept a
strong military presence in the Philippines via bases such as Subic Bay Naval base
andthe Clark Air Force base. Thmesence hpkd the United States to maintain a
dominant position in the waters of the Western Pacific foretiigety of the Cold

War. The US government was also alieekploit ManilaOs weak negtitig position

by demanahg that the Filipinos permitted the Ameritato use and exploit ROP
natural resourceson an equal basis with the Philippine government. As Cohen
observes, I&xthe concept ofiec-colonialismever had any substance, the relationship
between the Philippines and the United States might have provided a model. For the
Filipino oligarchy, that relationship may well have been essential to survival. Without
American military assistance, the Filipiradite would not likely have been able to
contain and ultimately defeat the Conmmsttled Huk rebellion (see theHukbalahap
Rebellionfrom 1946 to 1954)In the Philippines, the US giite best of both worlds

b reduced responsibilities for Washington by giving the Filipinos their freedom to
govern but the benefit of economic and strategic gains that strengthen the USO power
in the regiond

Thailand

Siam (Thailang hadnominally remained independent duritige years of European
domination in East Asialn reality, it was alient state dependent on the protection
of the British.During the Second World Wathe country was occigd by Japan
(from 1941 to 1945)The Thai government was persuatigdhe Japanese to declare
war on the British and the Americams 1942 but later joined the fightagainst the
Japanese after 194Bollowing the war, it was the United States and not Great Britain
that would became the major power that protected ThailAsda result of the
communist threat and the numerous commtleitrebellions that engulfed South
east Asia, the Thai leadership welcomed American assistance and protgttion
open arms Thailandtherefore voluntarily became a W8asiprotectorate for most

of the Cold War

The US occupation of Japar{1945D1952)

SweepingUS victories against Japan in the Pacific Oceard the location of US



forces helped to ensure that Washington would have an unchallenged role in
occupying and shaping the new pas&r Japanin a region ravaged by communist
insurrection and instability, Japan was a success story for American foreigy.p

The Japanese people, tiratdaexhausted after yeas§ war and deathwelcomed the
American pomotion of democracy angdacifism with open arms The priority for
Washington in the early years of the occupation waspuoye the Japanese
government ofmilitarists, to pursh war criminals, to return territories previously
occupied by Japan, and to prevent Japan from ever becoming a threat to peace and
stability in East Asia agairHaving beerenemiessince the late 1930s, the Japanese
and Americans werdn to form one of the closest alliances of the Gblt. This is

not © say that the occupation was alwaraooth ad carefree. In JapanOs long
history, it had always enjoyed independence and sovereignty. Even in the 1850s, the
foreign encroachments into Japan were humiliating but limited to certain areas. The
post1945 US occupation of Japan was a comprehensive nationwide aooupat
involving the presence of thousands of US troops and personnel on Japanese soil. For
many, there was a widespread fear that the Americans mght revengeupon the
Japanese people for the pain and hurt caused by the Japanese militaryhéunag

In general howeverhe US forces in Japan behaved with respect tovitheilsformer
enemy. Control of Japan after 1945 wdsermally grantedto a Far Eastern
Commission (made up of initially eleven then later thirteen states) the Allied

Council for Japan (conssting of four major powers the US, the USSR, Great
Britain, and China). In reality howeyethe US government andnilitary, under
General Douglas McArthur (Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers
(SCAP)) were the only power in direct control of Japhuring the occupation (from

1945 to 1952) No major decision could be made in that period euthfirst
consulting with and finding the approval of the Americans.

In the course of the occupation, the U&piemented major reforms. The Japanese
arms industry was dismantled, and the Imperial Japanese armydeasbilized

The linksbetween the state and Shintoism, which the militahats exploited since

the 1930swere severed The Emperor, Hirohito, who sareverd as a God before

and during the war, was pressuredréoounce his divinity in early 1946. mstead
Hirohito became golitically powerless but influential figure of stability for a country
recovering from war. In 1946 and 1947, a -th@fted constitution transferred
sovereignty and decisiemaking to the Japanese people via the Diet or parliament. In
1947, a Britishmodeled politicalsystemwith democratic reforms at its comeas
created with a prime minister a@accabinet chosen from the most powerful political
party in parliament. For the first time ever, all naam womerover the age of twenty
becameeligible to vote.The Americas also demanded that the Japaneskide an

article in their new constitution whereby Japamdd renounce war as an instrument

of national polic{) and als@nouncehe right to maintain military forces (séeticle

9 of the Japanese Gnstitution). TheUS occupiers had successes and failures in the
implementation of social and economic reforms such as in the area of land ownership
and industry, due in large part to the firm opposition of Japanese conservatives and
elites and theaibatsu(business oligarchiesBy the late 1940s, with @a having
turned communist, with war clouds on the Korean Peninsula, and communist
insurrections throughout the region, Washington was increasingly pushed toward a
more realistic rather than idealistic papach. JapanOs reconstruction and the fight
against communism necessitated the Americahabilitating to powerful positions



Japanese elites who had been active decrsi@kers and players in the wiame
aggression againshe states of East Asidt also witnessed the US softening its
demands for major reforms within Japan to the satisfaction of Japanese elites who
stood to suffer from them.

The dominant Japanese leader during the years of occupatidahvggsu Yoshidg

who served as Prime Ministetofn 1946 to 1947 and from 1948 to 19%4shidaOs
approach was one of moderation and pragmatism based on a realistic assessment of
JapanOs pestar position and its objectives for the future. Meshida Doctrine with

its emphasis on economic poweand de€fense via strong security relations with the
USA (with Japan choosing to depend on Washington for its defense needs) was the
core principle of JapanOs foreign policy until the end of the Cold War. Yoshida also
worked hard to preserve JapanQOsgddiical values and independenes much as
possible during the occupation epafore the AmericansO reform program eroded
them. He was at the same time eager to saMlifghingtonOs strategic and economic
interests in the countryand to convince the US that Japaad changed and was a
trusted and reliable Cold War allgy the end of the occupation, JapanQOs political
system was marked by a combination of traditiomainservatism and an
irreversible embrace of many of the liberal reforms implemented by the Americans.
As the historian John Dower pointed out, one legacy of the US occupatiaparf

was @ new conservatism,ub within a restructured state in which progressive and
reformist ideals, andaws, retained awbstantialconstituercy amongst the Japanese
people themselvBs (see Cohen, 2001:37By the late 1940s and early 1950s
Washington was satisfied that Japan was a trusted ally and could be relied upon to
play a key role in the fight agest communism both at homeJapan and elsewhere

in Asia The occupation continued in a nominal sense until 1952 wihenSan
Francisco Peace Treatyof 1951 came into force. In reality however, the Japanese
had already begun to enjoy greater politicalejpehdence and to control their own
domestic affairs after the late 1940s.

The Final Stage of the Chinese Civil War

When the Second Wl War ended, the nationalist KMThinese governmeninder

the leadership of Chiangakshekwas not in avell-prepared condition for governing

the giant country. The Chinese nationalists dependedt @lmilitary and financial
support from their allies. The United States for examplegradided finan@l and
logistical support, whichensured that 100,000 W<rained and welkquipped
soldiers from ChiangOs armed forces could travel from ChinaOs interior to the major
urban centeralong the coast to liberate these areas) the weakning Japanese

the closing stages of World War Twimdeed, US support Habeen instrumental in
defeating the Japanese along the eastern coagisneie discussed last week, the
Chinese nationalists and the Chinese communists agreed an uneasy truce after late
1936 under the scalled Second United-ront. Thiswas supposed tdast until the
Japanese were driven out of China. In reality howedeep distrust and suspicions
lingered between the two groups with both trying to improve their own position while
weakening the position ohé other sideThe Second United Front wasaintained

until January 1941 when the nationalists carried out a bloody and siutcasack

upon communists faes who were trying to establish a power base in centraBChin
(seethe New Fourth Army Incident - also known as the Wannan Incider@hiang
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also utilized as many as 500,000 of his own soldiemnsure that the communists
could notexpand further from their traditional bases. US attempts to persuade Chiang
Kai-shek to totally concentrate on defeating Japan were unsuccessful. After January
1941 therefore the war by nationalists and communists in China against the Japanese
continued but the Second United Front continued in name but not in réalihe

closing months of World War Two, the communists and the nationalists competed
with each oter to liberate areas once controlled by the Japanese. Like ChiangOs army,
MaoOs communists rushed eastwards as Japan struggled to avoid completéndefeat.
some areas, in particulanchuria, the commuris arrived before the nationalist
government force did. TheRed Army (the USSROs army) had also defeated and
disarmed the Japanese armed forcesnimerous areas between August and
September of 1943 herefore when the commuits arrived in these aredbey took

control of large amounts oéft behind arms andammunition with which to later

fight the Chines&MT nationalists.

For the US and the USSR, while both appreciated the importance of China, there was
uncertainty about how to deal with thestwar divisions between the nationalists and

the communists. Stalin and the Soviets were ideologically attracteédetadea of
communist success and revolution spreading throughout East Asia. At the same time
however, Stalin did not trust theercurial and stubborn-minded Mao. Relaibns
between the USral Chiang Kai-shek were also often tense despite their mutual
interests. The Americans howevieaned more toward Chiang rather than Mao.
Washington initially hoped that moderates from the two competing camps might
come together to form acentrist regime which would beneither too righving and

fascist like under Chiang nor too lefing and communist under Mad\fter the war
ended, USed talksand endeavs towards a middlground between the nationalists

and the communists failed to stop thecalaing cycle of conflict The KMT leader
calculated that the US wousdpport himno matter what happered due to the larger
global ideological conflict between communists and-oommunistsin November
1945,Chiang commenced a major campaign to defeat tireremists. By May 1946,

the nationalists engaged in ah-out offensive toeliminate MaoOs forces. Angered

by WashingtonOs continued support for Ghiand the KMT Mao commenced an
anttUS propaganda campaign in whichthe nationalistswere portrayed as
American puppets for American interests in China. From the middle of 1946 to the
middle of 1949, a fulkcale civil war raged throughout China.

In theory, the nationalists appeared superior in terms of men, equipment, and
available finances with which tdight the communists. Nationalist government
soldiers for example outnumbered MaoOs forces tayia of 3 to 1. Chiang also
possessed superior air power as well as tanks and heavy arfikespite this,
decisive factorsthat werein the communistsO fawv included effective military
strategies and crucially an increasingly popular following amogst the Chinese
people.ChiangOsegime, on the other hand, was often viewétth disdain. In areas
where the nationalists took cooltrafter JapanOs defeat fxample, theywere
perceived as corrupt and ineffective as administrators. Nationalist soldiers also
enga@ed in the robbery and theoting of local businesses and pasties. In
territories controlled by MaoOs forces, the communists were better orgavered,
better admistrators, and gained support due to their popular land refoograms.

With manyChinese people now preferring Mao over Chiang, the war for the hearts
and minds of the Chinese people was.lon October ¥ 1949, Mao Zedong declared
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the establishment of thBeopleOs Republic of China (PRGyom a podium in
BeijingOgiananmen Square In December 1949, Chiangaikshek and hisdefeated

KMT regime fled Mainland China and set up a new antmmunist KMT
government in Taiwan/Nashington pragmned that Taiwan would eventually fall to the
commurists in the course of the civil waut miraculosly ChiangOs regimiseld out.

To the greatrritation of the Chinese communists, Taiwan has remained independent
of communist rule ever since.

A strategic error made by the Americans ie tiate 1940svas their failure to be firm

and clear about American interests in the region. CructallylJS Secretary of State,
Dean Achesor(from 1949 to 1953)ad declarein a speech in January 1950 that the
USQdlefensive perimete® in the Pacific didot include Taiwarand that the island

was not a vital issue for American security. Thiefensive perimetéspeechalso kft

out the Asian mainlandAcheson hd also stated that if conflict broke out on the
Korean peninsulathe newRepublic of Korea (South Korea) which had been
established in late 1948, would have to defend itself without direct outside help from
the US. This was at a time of risingnsions betweenoomunists and nen
communists on the persnla.As we shall see later, this uncertainty by the US sent a
dangerous message to communist leaders suclaasahtl Stalin who were eager to
protect themselves further by promoting and supporting communist movements in
areas such as Koreahe speeclikewise suggested uncertainty in Washington about
the US@illingness to deénd Taiwan if the Chinese communists attacked the island
In June 1949the communist leadership Beijing publicly denounced the United
States and announced that the new comsauiina would be an Iglof the Soviet
Union. The StalinMao relationship was pragmatic rather than waang the Chinese
leader, despite a hardline public image, privabelged that relations with the wealthy
and extremely influential United States (vgBosupport wasnore attractive in
comparson to the USSR) might be repairedthe future.Some top level US elites
such adDean Acheson, also desired to keep the possibility open of preventing MaoOs
China from becoming a puppet 8bviet powerThe outbreak of the Korean War in
June 1950 and the later presenceAaferican forces on ChinaOs northern border
during the warhowever ended such hopes ofapprochement As Cohen notes,
Mao and his colleagues had a simple choice: commit themselves to thel®omet

and gain Soviet support against any external threat or gamble on the good will of the
avowedlyanti-communist government in WashingibfCohen, 2001:381). February

195Q the Soviets and the communist Chinesenesig the Sino-Soviet Treaty of
Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistancend commencedhe SinoSoviet
Alliance. The USSR and the PRC were now Cold War allies, and Beijing was now
assuredof Sovietfinancial, military, and developmental suppéot their fledgling

State

Key Points:

¥ The Second World War completely altered the international order in East Asia.
Japan had been defeated and was occupied by the United States, and the
European powers dislodged from their East Asian colonies.

¥ The war years had witnessed the strengtheoningro-independence forces
who were determined to resist European attempts-ocaepy and to control
their countries. These pindependence forces varied from communist
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nationalists (for example in Vietham) to rooammunist nationalists (for
example inndonesia).

The United StatesO initial commitment to end imperialism was soon replaced
by an American commitment to contain communism at all costs t(see
containment theory). This sometimes witnessed the US acting in ways that
contradicted its declareddeological principles. For example, supporting the
French attempt to freccupy and control Vietham.

By the late 1940s, serious tensions had developed between communist and
norrcommunist forces in countries such as China, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia,
the Philippines, and Vietnam. US and Soviet support for communists and non
communists often resulted in Owt®y wars and insurrection foughtmidst

the larger OcoldO war. The clouds of serious war in Korea and Vietnam were on
the horizon in the late 1940s.

The OlossO of China to communism in $849shockwaveshrough the non
communist powers of the world. The US in particular feared the rapid spread
of communism throughout East Asia (note the domino theory). The victory of
MaoOs forces in the Chinesélavar, the SineSoviet Alliance, and a creation

of a KMT regime on Taiwan, all had seriousnifications for the peace and
stability of East Asia for decades afterwards.

13



